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NIN among the moſt moderate of our Deiſts 


pretend to admit, and even to admire, the pu- 


rity. and beauty of the New Teſtament Morality, while 

they affect, with an air of abſolute infallibility, to re- 
Je& and revile-every thing in that book that is of a 4 
Titual nature—the following Treatiſe, it is hoped, -will - 


PREFACE. 


+ A254 26 8 


convince every candid and rational reader, that the 


Chriſtian Ordinance of Baptiſm is neither inconſiſtent, 


nor yet unconnected with that Morality ; but 1s, in 


fact, not only quite conſiſtent with it, but likewiſe 1 
evidently deſigned and calculated to cultivate and pro- 


mote it. | 8 


Among profeſſing Chriſtians too, who expreſs the 
higheſt regard for the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and theſe 
doctrines of the Goſpel which are more immediately 


connected with that part of our Saviour's Character, 


not a few are to be found who do not heſitate to ſpeak 1 


very lightly of the ordinances and many of the pre- 4 


cepts of the New Teſtament.— The enſuing Diſcourſe 


may ſerve to remind ſuch, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Ring 
and Prophet of his people, as well as their High Prieſt ; 


and ought to be no leis regarded by them in the for- a 


mer characters than in the latter. And as the ordi- 


nances and precepts of the Goſpel are in very deed th 
Commandments of Chriſt the Commandments of him 
whoſe death and interceſſion they would be thought 
ſo highly to eſtimate, it muſt be a moſt unworthy, and 
chem to treat thoſe 
ordinances and precepts with ſuch glaring indifference. 
It ſurely can but very ill accord with thoſe words of 


a very unaccountable conduct in 


his, © If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 


ö 


g Others 
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. 

Others again, who e, in ſo many Secs: that 
Feſus Chriſt is the Propbet and King, as well as the 
Prieft of his Church, and, of courſe, that his laws and 
- ordinances ought to be obſerved by his people, yet ap- 

ar not to ſce the neceſſity or obligation of abiding 
y, or conforming to, the plain tenor, or obvious 
meaning of his laws and precepts, or of ſtrictly adhering 
to the practice and example of the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Chriſtians : Hence they pay as much, and of- 
ten far greater regard to a mutilated corrupt rite, which 
retains of Chriſt's inſtitution but the mere name, than 
they do to the real precepts and ordinances of the New 
"Teſtament, —To theſe it is ſeriouſly recommended to 
conſider the caſe of the Corinthians, who for departing 
in ſome circumſtances from the primitive rule and ex- 
ample, in the adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
were moſt ſharply reproved, and required, at their pe-" 
. nil, to relinquiſh the corrupt practice, and reſtore the 
ordinance tv its original ſtate—Let them alſo conſider 
- thoſe words of our Saviour—* Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the thing which I ſay ?—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you—Teach- 
ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you, and lo I am with you alway, even unto 


the end . the world. Amen.“ 
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SERIOUS ax PLAIN 


DISCOURSE, &c. 


- DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN AND, COUNTRYMEN, , 


wn. 


N order to fürn af iden, or - exhibit a right ſtate | 


ment of the Divine Ordinance of . Baptalm, we 
ought to conſider it, as indeed we ſhould do every 


other Chriſtian Infineon, in its. connection with the. 


Goſpel, or with pure and unadulterated Chriſtianity. 
By the GospEL I underſtand, The glad Tidings 


of the Love of God in Chriſt to Mankind; or The 


good News of the fulfilment of the ancient promiſe 


and prophecies, in the coming, life, death, reſurrec- 


tion and exaltation of the Son of God, e the Sal- 
vation he hath thereby obtained for Sinners of all na- 


tions; or, in other words, it is The Aſſurance given 


from Heaven, that God hath ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
lie 

The W or eine doctrine of the Goſpel i is 
this, © Thar Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God ;”—1n contradiſtinction, or oppoſition, not only 
to the ideas of his profeſſed enemies, who deſpiſe, and 
reject, and mock him, but alſo to thoſe of others, who 
under a profeſſion of great veneration for him, eſteem 
him à good man, ſuch as John the Baptiſt, Elias, Jere- 


mias, or one of the Prophets: — and not any "HE £ 


more than that. 


Had the Bleſſed Jeſus been no more than a 300d 8 
man, or a Ps 1 as Jokn d the Baptiſt, Elias, 


Jeremias, 1 


do 


aaa. 1 8 
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j Jeremias, Ge the like, he could never have ſuſtained 


the character, or borne the appetlation of EMMAaxuEr, 


God with us, The Word which was God tabernacling among 
us, God manifeſted in the fleſh, and: hewho is over all God 


bleſſed for ever: neither would he have accepted divine 


"zvorſhip, which the beſt of men, the moſt eminent A- 


poſtles and Prophets, and even the Holy Angels them- 


| felves refuled with the utmoſt diſpleaſure and ab- 


horrence. : 
Tf the Jewiſh worlhiveer was taught to direct his 


divine adoration towards the ancient Temple at Jeru- 
ſalem, much more, and in a far more exalted ſenſe, 


may the Chriſtian worſhipper direct his adoration to- 


wards the Bleſſed Jeſus, the unſpeakably more glorious 


Temple of Jehovah, where his perfections ſhine forth 
with a ſplendor infinitely ſurpaſſing every thing that 
was ever ſeen in the ancient Jewiſh Tabernacle or 
Temple; ſeeing that in him all the fulneſs of the God- 


head dwells bodily.—So that we need not wonder, 


that all the Angels of God are required to worſhip him. 

This doctrine, That Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God, is in fact the very foundation of Chriſ- 
tianity: Hence our Lord ſays, On this rock will I 
build my Church, and the gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it;“ which imphes, That viſible Qhriſtia- 
nity fhould be built on a perſonal belief and profeſſion 
of this truth. Agreeably with this did the primitive 


teachers require a confeſſion of this ſame fundamental 


article from all thoſe who wiſhed to cleave unto them, 
or to be numbered among the diſciples of Jeſus. —<* 1 


believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God,“ ſaid the 


Eunuch. On this confeſſion Philip admitted him to 
Baptiſm : And of the fame ſort, doubtleſs, was the in- 
itiating confeſſion of all the primitive converts. We 


have no reaſon to imagine, that there were any, either 


young or old, in the Apoſtolic age, who paſſed for 


Chriſtians, till they had made an expreſs open avowal 


of the above doctrine. 
Almoſt the whole Bible is deſigned to illuſtrate and 


* 
enforce this ſame great truth.— The Prophecies and 
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Types of the Old Teſtament foreſhewed and prefigured 
a Chriſt to come ; The writings of the Apoſtles and 
Evangelifts in the New Teſtament declare and affirm, 
that the Chriſt is actually come, and that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth is the very perſon. This the Jews obſtinately 
and maliciouſly denied: but Jeſus fully proved it 
by the teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, whom they 
would be thought ſo highly fo reverence—by the 
miracles which he himſelf wrought—by the Father's 
voice from Heaven—And, by the Scriptures of the 


Old Teſtament. John v. 323 33, 33. —36.—37, 38. 


39, 45, 46, 47. and John 1. 15, 27. Matt. iii. 17. 
For pretending, or laying claim to this, Jefus was 


perſecuted, apprehended, arraigned, condemned, and 


executed on the croſs, as the vileſt of malefactors: 


but his reſurrection from the dead was a demonſtration - 


from God, that he was, indeed, as he had faid, the 


promiſed Cunts r. Rom. i. 4. Acts ii. 32, 33, 36. 


Matt. xxvili. 18. 


This was what the Apoſtles conſtantly and uniform- 
ly inſiſted upon, in their preaching and miniſtry ; and 


what they always requited their hearers to believe at 


their utmoſt peril. And this was what the firſt Chriſ- 
tians did believe This and no other was their faith— 


ſo the Apoſtles preached, and fo the primitive converts 
believed. 1 Cor. xv. 11. 


FA ITE, then, evangelical faith, my Brethren, is the 


credence or belief, of the report or teſtimony of the A- 
poſtles concerning their maſter I Es us that he is verily 


riſen from the dead, and is, therefore aſſuredly Taz 


CHRIST. This 1s ſaving and regenerating faith; and 
therefore the Scripture aſſures us, that whoſoever 
believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt is born of God.“ 
I John v. 1. AR | 

This faith is wrought in the mind by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, accompanying the Apoſtolical report; 
or, in other words, it is “ of the operation of God,” 
through the peculiar energy of that divine and de- 
monſtrative evidence which attends the publication ot 


the Goſpel, and which is mighty to the pulling down 
ed nk ny . of 


tat 4 ET. 
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of E irong OY removing of en and du} poſing 
the mind for the belief and obedience of the truth. 

By this faith, the mind is endued with ſaving know- 
ledge, with the wildom that ; is from above: The be- 
ever is furniſhed from Heaven with new, holy, and 
active principles; by whoſe powerful and divine effi- 
cacy he becomes a new creature the law of God is 
put into his mind, and written upon his heart; or as 
the Apoſtle John expreſſes it, he hath 7he witneſs (that 
is, the divine teſtimony, or goſpel) in himſelf; and 
chat ſame witneſs, or goſpel, within him, becomes the 
power of God unto his ſalvation. 

Accordingly, there is aſcribed to this ſame faith, a 

* quickening, regenerating, and faving power. —Of his 
own will begat he us, with the word of truth. Born again 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever — 
Whoſoever believerh that Jeſus is the. Chriſt, is born of 
God—Whatſoever is born of God overcometh the world — 
And this is the vittory that overcometh*the world even our 
faith—Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jeſus is the Son of God? Jam. i. 18.— _ 
1 Pet. i. 23.—1 John v. 1, 4, 5. 

But it ought never to be forgotten, that we muſt be- 
heve this report, or teſtimony of the Apoſtles, in their 
proper ſenſe and meaning, or elſe it cannot be ſaid, 

_— with propriety and truth, that we believe it at all. 
And their meaning is, chat Jeſus is the Prophet, Prieſt, 
"GY and King, of the Church of God: for in theſe ſeveral 
characters the Son of God is exhibited in the Goſpel ; 
and ſo much the name of Chrift, or Meſſiab, or Anointed, 
imports. (Accs iii. 22.—Heb. v. 6. and i. 6. )—And 
anointing was, of old, by divine appointment, the cere- 
mony of ſeparation or conſecration, equally to each of 
thoſe three offices. 

Now, to believe him to be the Prophet, is the ſame 
thing as to believe, that all divine knowledge apper- 
taining to our true welfare and ſalvation, is contained 

in his revealed word: ſo that we are to hear him in 
all things whatſoever he ſays to us.—And to believe 
him to be the Prief, is the ſame as to believe that he 
| 13 
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Re „ i 
is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſins of 
the world; who ſuffered. the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring us to God; and who is entered into 
the heavenly ſanctuary, now to appear in the prefence 
of God for us. And to believe that he is the Xing, to 


whom all authority is given in Heaven and on Earth, 
is the ſame thing as to believe, that he is mighty to 


ſave, and that we are bound to obey him in all things 
he has commanded. . 55 3 


But if, in the fir place, we hearken rather to What 
man teaches, than to what 7e/us ſpeaks in his Word, 


we, in that caſe, reject him as the Prophet. Or if, e- 
condly, we hold that either our own works, tempers, 
frames, or feelings, or any one thing ſhort of his blood 
and ſacrifice, can be the cauſe, or ground of our ſalva- 
tion, we, in that caſe alſo deny him as the Prizf.—Or 
if, thirdly, we are diffident of his power to fave, or are 
not diſpoſed to confeſs him before men, and obſerye 
all things whatſoever he has enjoined upon his diſci- 
ples, we thereby, of courſe, deny that all authority in 


Heaven and on Earth, is given to him; and, in effect, 


ſay, we will not have this man to reign over us; or, 
in other words, we diſown him as the Xing. 1 
The Apoſtolic teſtimony concerning Jeſus, not only 
_ athrms, that he is the Chrift, but likewiſe that he is 
the Son of God; by which appellation we are generally 
to underſtand, that he is Lord of all, or heir of all things, 
and has a name that is above every name; or, in other 
words, that all pozwer is given unto him, in Heaven 
and in Earth.—** He ſhall be great (ſaid the Angel) 


and ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt; and the 
Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for 


ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ 


This character of his, the Son of the Higheſt, or 


Son of God, is in Scripture, grounded—upon his mi- 


raculous conception, or incarnation upon his refur- 
rection from the dead and upon his exaltation on the 
Father's right hand. In reſpect to the former, the An- 
gel ſaid to Mary, „The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon 
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thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
thee : therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be born 
of thee ſhall be called the Son of God.” —And in re- 


ſpect to his reſurrection, Paul ſays, that he was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit 


ot holineſs, by the reſurrection from the dead. And alſo, 
that God tulfilled the promiſe he had made to the fa- 


thers, in that he had raiſed up Jeſus again ; as it is alſo 
written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. And that the appellation 
of Son of God, in this view of the ſubject, refers to our 
Lord's ſupremacy, or univerſal dominion, appears by 
what the ſame Apoſlle ſays in another place; for 


| this end Chriſt both died, and roſe and revived, that 


he might be Lorp both of the dead and living. —And 
as to our Lord's exaltation, it is recorded, that he 
fat dawn at the right hand of the Majeſty on high; 
being made ſo much better than the Angels, as he hath 
2 znheritance obtained a more excellent name than they; 

r unto which of the Angels ſaid he at any time, Thou 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.— Luke 
i. 35.— Rom. i. 4.— Acts xiii. 32, 33. —- Rom. xiv. 9. 
— Heb. 1. 3, 4, 5. 8 | | 

To believe in the heart, and to confeſs with the 
mouth, the above doctrines is, in the expreſſive lan- 
guage of Scripture, what conſtitutes a real Chriſtian — 
In other words, CHRIS TIANIT Y- perſonal and genu- 
ine Chriſtianity, appears to be, in fact, nothing elſe 
but an acknowledgment in thought, word, and deed, 
that Feſus is THE CHRIST, or, that Feſus Chriſt is THE 
SoN of Gop.—It is from hence that converted Sin- 
ners .derive that peculiar happineſs, that excluſive, 
tranſcendent privilege, which the Scripture calls, he 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſianding. The more 


perfect ſuch an acknowledgment is, the higher their hap- 


pineſs riſes; but every deviation from it mars their 
enjoyment, and leads them into the land of darkneſs, 
and of the ſnadow of death..“ Let him that think - 


* See a very ſmall anonymous tract, entitled, he Old Path, 
written ſeveral years ago, and ſaid to be the production of a Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England. | | 


8 . 
eth he ſtandeth take heed left he fall Let us theres 


fore fear leſt a promiſe being left us of entering into 
his reſt any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it 
Let us labour therefore to enter into that reſt; leſt an 
man fall after the ſame example of unbehet---If any 
man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in 
him---He that endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved.” 
1 Cor. x. 12.---Heb. iv. 1, 11, and x. 38.—-Matt. x. 
The Apoſtle alledges, as has been already obſerved, 
that our Lord was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, by his reſurrection from the dead. In reference 
to which event, the Father faid, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee ; and, Let all the Angels 
of God worſhip him: And in reference to which, be 
himſelf alſo ſaid, after he had riſen, All power is given 
me in Heaven and in Earth. Agreeably to which the 
Apoſtle likewiſe declared to the Jews, on the memo- 
rable day of Pentecoſt, © That God had afſfuredly- 
made that ſame Jeſus whom they had crucified both 
Lokp and CHRIST.“ + Acts x1. 33.---Heb. i. 5, 6, 
and v. ;.---Matt. xXvili. 18.—-Acts ii. 36. ITN 
Here it is we are to look for the proper ground of 
the chriſtian fervice, and hence N the obligation 
to obſerve the rules and ordinances of the Goſpel. If 
Jeſus be the Chriſt, the Son of God, and Lord of all; 
or, if God hath, indeed, made this ſame Jeſus both 
Lord and Chriſt ; his precepts and laws, moſt affured- 
ly, demand our cloſeſt attention, our higheſt venera- 
tion, and our willing, unreſerved, conſtant, and un- 
abating obedience. All power is given to me, in 
Heaven and in Earth,” faid the riſen Saviour to his 
diſciples: and he adds, Go ye THEREFORE and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the - 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teach- 


+ The great truth which formed the baſis of the Goſpel dif- 
penſation, in Peter's account, was, that God had made _Fe/zs both 
Loxp and CHRIS TH; or, in other words, that he was indeed rhe 
Son of God; of which he urges his refurrection and exaltation as the 
demonſtrative proofs. —Seec verſes 32 and 33. 1 


TS 


ing them to blende all things whatſoever I 1 com- 
manded you: And lo, I am with you alway e even unto 


: te end of the world. Amen.” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
Ves, my brethren, we are here inſtructed and con- 


ih Crathed, not only to obſerve the laws and ordinances 5 
of che Goſpel, but alſo to obſerve them with the ſame 


view, orto the fame intent, as well as in the ſame manner, 


as he bas directed; or, in other words, to regulate our | 


obſervance of them wholly, and abſolutely, by the 
pattern which he has exhibited in his Word: without 
which, indeed, it cannot juſtly, or in ſtrict truth, be 
aid, that we do at all obſerve; them. When Nadab 
and Abibu uſed. frange fire in their Sacrifices, and when 


the Jews of latter —— offered the lame and the blind 
for Sacrifice, the divine law, which contained no ſuch 
0 iſſion, was to all intents and purpoſes violated, and 


E — the Deity himſelf infulted.. The ſame may be ſaid 
cot every deviation from the laws and preſcriptions of 


Þ the New Teſtament : for the Lord Jehovah is ſtill of 


one and the ſame mind, and requires from us as ſtrict 
an adherence and conformity to his will, and as exact 
and entire a ſubmiſſion to his authority, as he did from 
the Old Teſtament worſhipper s. 5 

It has been ſometimes very gravely and confidently 
urged, that provided the main end of a chriſtian inſti- 
tution be ſecured; we need not be very anxious or 


ſcrupulous, for an exact and punctilious adherence to 
all the cireumſtances of the h exemplar. But 


this is certainly a very fal 


and pernicious maxim: 


ſince it allows men to diſpenſe with, and diſobey, in 
ſome caſes, what the 8 has preſcribed. | And it is 


quite clear, that every circumſtance expreſſed in a 
divine Law eis as much a part of the divine will, and, 
therefore, as much binding upon us, as that which we 


may chooſe to call, its moſt important and eſſential 


art nor can we diſpenſe with it, without infulting, 
in that inſtance, the Majeſty of the Supreme Lawgiver, 


and ſo incurring the and of Aan 9p re- 


bellion. + 5 
In 
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nin the conſtruction of the ancient Tabernacle, the 


ſtrict and indiſpenſable rule was, To do all things ac- 
| cording to the pattern exhibited in Mount Sinai. Not 
a ſingle. circumſtance in that pattern was to be omit- 
ted. And can we ſuppoſe the ſervice preſcribed in 
che New Teſtament, or the pattern exhibited in Mount 
Zion, is to be imitated, or copied, with leſs care and 
exactneſs, than that exhibited in Mount Sinai? Rea» 
| {on itſelf, and the whole tenor of the New Teſtament - 
W language and example, forbid the ſuppoſition : And 
W the argument of Paul, in correcting the abuſes which 
bad crept in among the Corinthians relating to the 
| Lord's Supper, is here a cafe in point. His plan evi- 


dently. was, to require of that people an immediate + 4 
recurrence, or ſtrict conformity to the original and 


divine Exemplar. Had there been abuſes in his time, 


that related to Baptiſm, he would, doubtleſs, have en- 2 
deavoured to correct them by a ſimilar method, that 


is, by recommending a careful and ſtrict adherence to 


the primitive law of the inſtitution. 3 


Theſe, my brethren, are the grounds and reaſons of 
our oppoſition to Infant Sprinkling. For we really 
cannot help thinking al practice, an abſolute viola» _ 
tion of the Chriſtian law of Baptiſm---as to its deſign, 
| and the manner of adminiſtering it---as to the vite itſelf, 
W and its proper ſabjects. It being our firm and decided 
opinion, that the practice of Infant Sprinkling changes 
the divine Ordinance of Baptiſm to quite another thing, 
and fo ſuperſedes it, or makes it void, as effectually as 
ever the old Jews made void the Commandments of 
God by their own vile traditions. „ 

In order to exhibit more particularly and fully our 
ſentiments on this ſubject, together with the principal 
reaſons on which thoſe ſentiments are founded, I ſhall 
wk proceed to inquire and deſcribe to the beſt of my 

uity, . 3 | 
I. What is Baptiſm; or, to what particular rite the 
Evangelical Commiſſion to baptize refers. oe 
II. Who are its ſcriptural Subjects; or, to what par- 
ticular deſcrip:ion of people, this ordinance is delti- 

nated in the New Teſtament. 9 III. 


- 


. 0 < © 


III. What is the; import Fo 14115 1 the Arion; ; 
or, What that doctrine really 1 is, which it is intended 
to hold forth. _ 

Fist, then, as to he „iel, or that evangelical 


bang called bapriſm, it appears to us to be no other 


an immerfion in water, in the name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And we cannot 


help thinking, that the following conſiderations will 
fully juſtify and eſtabliſh this opinion. 

I. The places choſen at firſt for the adminiſtration 
of this ordinance, were Jordan, the largeſt river in the 
whole Country, and Eon, near Salim, becauſe there 
was much Toater there. From whence it is quite natu- 
ral and fafe to conclude, that immerſion, and not aſper- 
ſion, was the practice of the primitive baptizers. For 
had it been the latter, there could have been no need 
to chooſe à large river for the performance of ſuch a 
ceremony, or to reſort with that view to places where 
there was much ater ;' as the contents of a ſmall num 
ber of ſuch veilels as thoſe that were uſed at the mar- 


riage in Cana of Galilee, would at any time have been 


quite fufficient to anſwer the purpoſe. Exon was a 
place of much water, in the ſame fenſe as JORDAN was 


fo; for the ſame kind of expreſſion in the Greek lan- 


guage is applied to large collections of water, and in 
the Septuag int verſion of Jer. li. 13 to the river Eu- 
phrates. And ſince the circumſtance of much water is 
mentioned as the reaſon for chooſing Enon, or what 
made it a fit and convenient place for the adminiſtra- 
tion of baptiſm, we may very ſafely conclude that the 
* was no other than immerſi 70. 

We read of Philip and the Eunuch, (Acts viii. 38.) 
f they went both down into the water, and that Phi- 
lip there baptized the Bunuch, and that they came up 
out of the water. This entirely coincides with our 
opinion, that the rite which Philip then performed 
was immerſion ; but it will by no means accord with the 
idea of ſprinkling. We cannot conceive it poſſible for 
the Evangeliſt, or even for any man of common: ſenſe, 
to uſe the above language with a view to convey the 


idea of the rite of NT For, in order to po 


* 
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form FRM rite, there could be no manner a Negele 
for Philip and the Eunuch to go ig the water, or to 
wet ſo much as the ſoles of their ef: on the occaſion. 
It is in vain to plead here, that fo or towards the water, 
is intended, where it is ſaid, that they went into the 
water, or chat ſuch is the meaning of the Greek prepo- 
ſition in that place; ſince the Evangeliſt had taken care 
to inform us before (verſe 36,) that they were already 
come 70 the water a certain proof that hat could not 
be the meaning in verſe 38. It is very certain, that 
the account of che baptiſin of the Eunuch clearly re- 
preſents immerſion. The celebrated reformer Calvin, 
ſtrongly prejudiced as he was againſt our ſentiments, 
could not help acknowledging this, in his commentary 
on the paſſage in queſton—** We (ce here (ſays he) 
how baptiſm was adminiſtered among the ancients z. 
for they immerſed the zwhole body in water.” 
We are plainly taught in the ſcripture, that there 
is in baptiſm the repreſentation of a burial and a reſur- 
rection; and even of the Chriſtian's conformity to his; 
Lord, and union with him in his death, burial and re- 
ſurrection. (Rom vi. 3, 4.—Col. ii. 12.—1 Pet. in, 
21.) Immerſion naturally and obviouſly agrees with 
this; but as for ſprinkling, it does not appear to have, 
the leaſt ſhadow of an agreement with it. It is there- 
fore impoſſible for us to believe at rite to be ſprinkling, 
in which the Chriſtian is {aid to be buried and 110 
again with his Lord; or which repreſents our ſalvation 
through the reſurreRtion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 
On the contrary, it ſeems to us quite natural and rea- 
ſonable, and indeed, common ſenſe conſtrains us to 
believe, that ſuch a rite can be no other than immerfion. 
—la ſhort, we are firmly of opinion, with the very 
reſpectable biſhop Zeadly, that it ſprinkling had been, 
indeed, the apoſtolic practice, we ſhould never have 
found in the New Teſtament ſuch forms of expreſſion. 
as dying, and being buried, and r:fing again in this rite. 
4. Our blefied Lord calls his own * ſufferi ings, a bdp- 
tiſm, (Luke xii. 50) agreeably, no doubt, to the an- 
cient language of inſpiration— All thy waves, and 
B 2 1 thy 
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thy billows are gone over me—l fink in deep mire, 
where there is no ftanding—Dehver me out of the 
mire, and let me not fink—Let me be delivered from 
them that hate me, and out of the deep waters—Let 
not the water-flood overfiow me, neither let the deep 
ſwallow me up.“ Pſalm xhi. 5. IXix. 2, 14, and 15. 
'Who in his ſenſes can conceive, that it was in alluſion 


to the ſprinkling of a few drops of water on the face, 


the ſuflerings of Chriſt were denominated à baptiſm ? 
Or what compariſcn could there poſſibly be between 
that rite and the tremendous, and overwhelming ſuffer- 
ings of our bleſſed Lord ? Surely not the leafi in the 
world, any moe than there is between light and dark- 
neſs. But the reſemblance or compariſon between 
thoſe ſufferings and immerſion, is quite natural and 
obvious; of which the above- cited paſſages are a very 

ſufficient proof. We may, therefore, venture to affert, 
that it was the rite of immerſion our Lord had in 
view, when he called his ſufferings, a baptiſm: And, 

1 chat it could be no other than the ſame 


rite of immerſion which the evangelical commiſſion to 


baptize refers to. 
The ſtate or ſituation of the Iſraelites at the bot- 
tom of the Red S Sea, encompaſſed with the waters, and 
covered with the cloud, is likewiſe denominated a b 
tiſm, by the Apoſtle Paul. i Cor. &. mu n 
at all ſtrange, that he who calls baptiſm a b»rial, ſhould 


'alſo call the burial of the Iſraelites in the doud and in 


the ſea, a baptiſm. His language, doubtleſs, in the 
latter caſe, is as proper and expreſſive as in the former; 
and in both caſes perfectly ſo. From hence it is to us 
quite evident, that the rite which Paul conſidered as 


held forth in the evangelical law of Baptiſm, could be 


nothing ſhort of immerſion. It is, ſurely, a moſt pititul 


and wretched ſubterfuge, here to urge, that the Ifrael- 
ites were ſprinkled, or that it was with a view to ſprink- 


ling, the Apoſtle made the above application of the 
word baptiſm : ſince there is not the leaſt intimation 
in ſcripture, that the children of Ifrae] underwent fuch 


an on in paſing through the ſea, or that fo much 
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| 
as one drop of water fell upon them in the mean time, 
either from the bright cloud that covered them, or 
from the waters which ſtood upright as an heap. In- 
deed, the force or operation of the wind, which had | 
divided the ſea, and kept it up as nighty walls on each 
ſide of them, muſt neceflarily and effectually have pre- 
vented the leaſt drop of water coming from thenee 
upon them. Nay, ſome have concluded, that ſuch” 
were the miraculous effects of the wind at that time, 
that not only the bottom was dried up and hardened; | 
but alfo that even the waters themſelves, which ſtood 
up as an heap, or as a wall on the peoples right hand 
and on their left, were thereby actually frozen up. 
And I think, it muſt be owned, that ſuch an opinion 
derives no ſmall degree of countenance from its being” 
faid, that the Iſraelites went into the midſt of the fea” 
upon dry ground, and that the depths were congealed in- 
the heart of the ſea. (Ex. xiv. 22. xv. 8.)—And as to 
the cloud, or feery pillar, (for ſuch it ſeems to have” 
been during the paſſage) it is equally improbable 
_ ſurely, that any water ſhould drop upon them from 
thence. If therefore, the Iſraelites were not /brinkled 
. in the cloud and in the ſea, but as it were immerſed, 
B or buried in the deep, it will very naturally follow, that 
3 the rite alluded to by the Apoſtle in the above cited 
paſſage, and which is intended in the evangelical com- 
miſſion to baptize, is not ſprinkling but immerflon;” * of 
6. What occured on the day of Pentecoſt, whilſt the 
Apoſtles were fitting together in the houſe, is likewiſe } 
denominated a bapti/m. When the Holy Spirit came 
on that day, with a ſound from Heaven as of a ruſhing 
mighty wind, filling the houſe where" the Apoſtles were 
fitting, our Lord's words were fulfilled, <* Ye ſhall be 
_ baptized with (or in) the Holy Ghoſt not many days 
hence.” And inaſmuch as there appeared then, di- 
vided flames, or cloven tongues like as of fire, we may, 
as I apprehend, conſider this ſame occurence as ful- 
filling, as well as explaining, that remarkable predic- 
tion of John the Baptiſt reſpecting our Lord, He 
ſhall baptize you with (or in) the Holy Ghoſt, and 
1 5 » fire.” 
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| fire.” —77 filled all the houſe (or one) Where 1 Were 
| fitting, ſays the Evangeliſt. This (as Archbiſhop _ 
| Tillotſon has ſomewhere obſerved ) is what our Saviou 
calls Baptizing the Apoſtles with the Holy Ghoſt : So 
that they who ſat in the houſe were, as it were immer- 
ſed in the Holy Ghoſt, as they who were baptized 
with water, were overwhelmed and coveted all over 
with water, which 1s the proper notion of- baptiſm.” 
It appears:then, very evidently, that the ſame occyr- 
_ is called a baptiſm, in alluſion to the rite of im- 
Z It is in vain to argue here in favour of the 
_ == of pouring, from the Spirit's gifts being ſaid to 
© have been poured on the Apoſtles; for there are other 
= words as well as pouring applied to the communication 
of thoſe gifts. We read, before our Lord's aſcenſion, 
that the Holy Spirit ſhould be ſent, and ſhould be given, 
| and that he ſhould come to the diſciples. (John xiv. 
16, 26. and xv. 26.) And after our Lord's aſcenſion, 
we alſo read, that they received the Holy Ghoſt, that 
be fell, and was ſbed and poured upon them, and that 
| they were all filled therewith (Accs 11. 4, 33. and x. 
44, 45, 47.) But neither filling, nor ſhedding nor pour- 
nn, nor falling, nor receiving, nor any one elle of the 
above words, will explain the meaning of the word 
G baptijm, or aſcertain that particular uſage which that 
word is intended to expreſs; nay, or even ſhew, that 
there is any kind of reſemblance or compariſon be- 
tween the extraordinary communication of the Spirit 
and that ordinance. The reſemblance or compariſon 
between the baptiſm of the Spirit and Water baptiſm, 
as was obſerved. before, is to be ſeen in the ſtate or 
ſituation of the Apoſtles, when the ſound from Heaven 
as of a ruſhing mighty wind, came and filled all the 
boufe, | or room] where they were fitting : So that they 
were in the mean time, in a manner, 1mer/ed or over- 
whelmed. The ſpiritual bleſſings, or, thoſe divine gifts 
which our exalted Saviour beſtows upon men, are in 
that circumſtance repreſented like a mighty torrent, 
or vaſt ſwelling fiream, overflowing every thing in its 
way; and in which his diſciples are immerſed and * 
EA, 


” 


Be 


E 


Cv ) | 


ed, and fo fitted for his ſervice. —Of the ſame ſort, in 
all probability, was that occurrence alſo, which is re- 
corded in Acts iv. 31. And it is pretty evident from 
the words uſed in chap. xi. 15. that what happened 
in the houſe of Cornelius too, was of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion. The Holy Ghoſt fell on them (ſays Peter) 
as on us at the beginning.” FE ol EOS. 
7. Ir appears that bapri/ is in ſcripture accounted 

a waſhing “ ariſe and be baptized (ſaid Ananias 0 


Saul) and w AS¹H azway thy fins.” Mention is alſo made 


of the waſhing of regeneration, and the waſhing of waters 
in reference, it ſhould ſeem, to the ſame ordinance. : 
(Acts xxii. 16. Tit. iii. 5. Eph. v. 26.) Now, if che 
ſcriptures do, indeed, reckon baptiſm a waſhing, it will 
amount to a very good proof, that that ordinance can 


be nothing ſhort of immerſion. For the {criptural'rites 


inſtituted for the purpoſe of waſhing, appear to have 
been, all of them, of that deſcription. As to the ce. 
remony of ſprinkling, it does not ſeem to be any where: 
in Holy Writ reckoned among the waſhings 3 but ap- 
pears, on the contrary to have been a thing totally 
diſtinct from every kind of lotion. (See Numb. 
xix. 19.) Some, indeed, have pleaded, that prinkling 
is claſſed among the waſhings,” in Heb, ix, 13. Where 
we read of the ſprinkling of blood and aſbes. But the 
bare naming of this, will, ſurely, be ſufficient to con- 


fute ſo ſtrange a conceit : ſince even common ſenſe | 
alone will evince, that no one thing can poſlibly be» 


waſhed by being ſprinkled with blood and aſhes. It 
is alſo quite clear that the inſpired writer never once 
thought of any ſuch matter; for when he makes men- 
tion of the application of the blood and aſhes, he uſes 
a very different word from that which he had uſed (verſe 
10) when ſpeaking of the Jewiſh waſhings. Ir is alſo 
well known, that, even in common ſpeech, fprinkling 
and waſhing are very far from being ſynonymous terms: 
Every houſewife and maid ſervant knows well enough, 
that the zwaſhing of clothes and linen, is a very different 
thing from ſprinkling them ; and all our ſhepherds can 
inform us, that they mean a quite different oe 
| | rom 
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from /r 1 . when they talk df waſhing their Pe 


ſen bfr mankind diſtinguiſh between thoſe two actions, 


It appears then, that both the Bible, and the common 


and confider them as very different the one from the 
other. If baptiſm be, indeed, in the Bible accounted 
@ Waſhing, we may venture to affirm that it cannot be 
adminiſtered by ſprinkling or aſperſion, ſince that is 
never, in that ſacred Book, conſidered as a waſhing. 


Beſides, when the ſcriprure repreſents baptiſm as a_ 
"waſhing, it is clear, that we are to underſtand by it a 


total, and not a partial waſhing ; or the waſhing of the 
whole body, and not that of a particular part: ſuch as 


the head only, or the face. When our Lord enjoined 


a partial waſhing (John xn.) as a rite which he would 
have his diſciples obſerve in- imitation of his example, 
he exprefily mentions the particular part, on which it 
was to be performed. Had he, therefore, meant the 


face only, or the head, as the part that was to be hap- 


tized, he would, doubtleſs, have ſaid ſo, as plainly 
as he had done in the other caſe. But ſince our 


Lord never gave us the ſmalleſt intimation, that 


baptiſm appertains to any one part of the body mo 


than another; and as nothing at all of that kind, ap- 


pears in the ſcriptural account” of its adminiſtration, 
the conclufion is obvious, direct, and unavoidable, 
That when the ordinance is repreſented as a Waſhing, 
nothing leſs than a r waſhing, or the waſhing of the 


whole body can be intended. As it is very evident then, 
that the whole body is to be baptized, it is alſo equally 
ſo, that the rite is to be performed at once: the whole 
tenor of the inſpired kiſtory of its adminiſtration plain- 
ly indicates as much. Since, therefore, the whole 
body is to be waſhed, and that at once, or by one ſingle 
operation, in the adminiſtration of this chriſtian rite, 
it muſt inevitably follow, that the rite itſelf can be no 
other than a total immerſion; ſeeing it is abſolutely 1 im- 


poſſible to waſh the whole body, at Once, in any other 
way. 


Lord has given to > this ordinance, in Jokn 1 Iii. 5, name- 
ly, 


8. That remarkable appellation, which our bleſſed {> 
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ly, a being born of water, ſeems very naturally and ob- 
viouſly to allude to immerſon, or rather to emerfion; 
which, in the ſcriptural view of baptiſm, formed a pats: | 
of its adminiſtration, and was what mult have wen | 
riſe to the above form of expreſſion: being, indeed, ⁵⁶ 
W | 22 . i 

a very og figure of the new and ſpiritual birth. WM 
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For, as Baptiſm is the firſt ſtep in the evangelical ſer- 
vice, it is a ſign of the commencement of the chriſtian, 
or divine life; or the putting on of Chriſt: And as the 
baptized are in that ordinance taken out of the water, 
they are therein very naturally repreſented as born ' Ml 
again; or, in the language of the above paſſage, born \ 
of water. So that the ordinance, in this view of it, \ 
holds forth the doctrine of the new manhood, or new 
creation; or, in other words, the doctrine of regenera- 
tion, or the new birth; and anſwers” to what the A- 
poſtle Paul calls, a reſurrection to newneſs of life. It is 
impoſſible for us to- ſuppoſe that ſprinkling was the 
apoſtolical or primirive practice; ſeeing there can be 
nothing in that rite, which in the leaſt reſembles either 
a birth or a reſurrection. That our Lord, in the above 
pallage, muſt have alluded to baptiſm, will appear : 
rom the very ſcope of his words, as well as from the 
obvious fimilarity there is between that paſlage and 
ſeveral others where that ordinance is clearly connect. 
ed with ſalvation and the remiſſion of fins : Such as Mark 
xvi. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 21. Acts ii. 38, and xxli. 16. — 
Inaſmuch then, as the New Teſtament repreſents the 
Chriſtian, inihis baptiſm, as one born of water, we may 
very ſafely conclude, that the New Teſtament ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm, is in truth, not any thing ſhort of 
immerſion. | „ . „ 
9. That Baptiſm is nmerſion, will further appear from 
the native and expreſs ſignification of the greek word 
Baptizo. That word ſignifies to dip, or immerſe, as na- 
turally and fully as the Latin words mergo and immergo, 
or the Welſh words fuddo and joddi. If this Greek 
verb be ſometimes uſed in a foreign or figurative ſenſe, 
the very ſame may be ſaid of other words of like im- 
port, in all languages: zo dip and to immerſe, not ex- 
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1 "How: 5 0 has it been Wy of the man n of 
care; that he is immer/ed in buſineſs ? And of one who 
has been out in a heavy ſhower of rain, that he has 
been nicely dipt, abſolutely drowned, thoroughly dreach- 
ed, finely ducked, terribly doxſed, and the like? Yet 
from ſuch uſe of thoſe words no reaſonable man would 
ever think of attempting to fix their native, or plain 
and proper meaning; as they are there evidently em- 
ployed in an unnatural and tropical, or, in other words, 
a ſtrongly figurative ſenſe.ä— But it is not in ſuch a 
ſunſe, but the very reverſe; that is, in its natural, ob- 
vious, and direct ſignification, that the word Baptizo 
is conſtantly and. invariably applied to the ordinance 
in queſtion, in the New Teſtament : And, therefore, 
it is, ſurely, but the moſt perverſe and wretched kind 
of quibbling, to pretend to object here, from any-cir- 
cumſtance or conſideration that may ariſe from, or 
appertain to the unnatural, tropical, or e uſe 
of this word. 

That to dip, or immerſe, is the primary and legimate 
meaning of the word Baptizo, may be proved, 

(1.) From the teſtimony of the moſt celebrated 
commentators. and critics. LUTHER affirms, that the 
Greek word for Baptiſm may be rendered immerſion, or 
laying a thing in water, ſo as entirely to cover it with 
water. And he gives it has his opinion, that the ſub- 
jects of the ordinance ought to be wholly dip? : © for 
the Ety mology of the word (ſays he) ſeems to require 
that.“ In his Latin works printed at Wittenburgh, Tow. 
1. fol. 71.) He allo ſays, (Tom. 2. fol. 79.) That 70 
baptize, in Greek, is 10 dip, and that baptiſm is dipping. 

That the Miniſter dippeth a child into the water 
[he obſerves] ſignifieth death; that he again bringeth 
him out of it, ſignifieth life,” which he grounds upon 
Rom.\vi —And, a little further, he adds, ** Being 
moved by this reaſon, I would have thole that are to be 
baptized to be entirely immerſed, as the word imports, 
and the Myſtery ſignifies.” —See his zvordSyuoted more 
4. ere by Dr. Dv VEIL on er iii. 38. 
N © THe 
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immerſe; and it is certain, that the primitive chureh 
obſerved the rite of immerſion. ( Inſt, B. . G. A 
« Chriſt commanded us (ſays BEzA)\to be baptized; 
by which word, i-»erfon.1s certainly ſigh ied.” by 1008 | 
ted by Booth, Pad. EX 9 
« This was the rite of bapt! Zing (fays Caſaubon } that 'I 
perſons were plunged into the water; which even the 
very word vaptizcin, to baptize, ſufkciently declares.” 


(In Matt. iii. 6.) 


« Weare commanded by Chriſt (fays Hosrixi Rl 


to be vapit Zed, which word. certainly ſignifies immerſion. 
(Hit. S . L. 2. C. I. p. 800 quoted by Booth as 


before.) 5 
« Baptiſm (fays Lana ſigaifies two things ; 
firſt, and properly, immerfion in water: for the proper 
ſignification of Baptizo, is to immerſe, to Plunge under, 


to overwhelm in water.” (Opera Tom. vi. p. 217. 


That Baptiſm uſed to be performed by imme fon, 
and not by pouring, (lays GRorius) appears. both from 


the proper fignification of the word, and the places choſen 


for the adminiſtration of the rite. John ili. 23, Acts 
viii. 38. And allo from the many alluſions of the A= 
poſtles which cannot © referred to {prinkling. Rom. 
VI. 3, 4. Col. ii. 12. (Quoted in Tobie S Nuo, Sy 
Matt. ili. 6. 1 
„In England of late years,” (ays 8 refer; 
ring to the then recent change from immerſion to 4 
ſprinkling) “ ever. thought the Parſon baptized his 
own fingers rather than the child. (Table Talk. p. 4.) 
Abe cuſtom of the ancient churches (ſays biſhop 
TaYLoR) was got ſprinkling but immerſion ; in purſu- 
ance of the ſenſe of the word Fbaptize, | in the com- 
mandment and example of our bleſſed Saviour.“ (Duc- 
tor Dub. p. 664.) | 
725 word baptige 1 in its literal ſenſe andeniably fig-. 
8 s being dipped in, or waſhed with water, ſays biſhop | 
8 e bet. . of Corke and W. PENN, 
FISK: | 


* 
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The late . Wine allows that the primitive 


| eee were baptized by immerfion, and that Rom. 


vi. 4. alludes to that ancient manner of baptizing, (See 
his note on that paſſage. | 
The learned and celebr ated Mythologiſt Mr. Jacos 


= Bryant, ſpeaking of the primitive Chriſtians, that 
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they had no ceremonies of which they could be juſtly 
acculed, adds, © they were bapiiged, or in other words, 


* dipped in water. ( 7 on the W of the. * 


ture, p. 170.) 
Mr. W. Fxxxp a A der now of the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, after having obſerved that moſt 
chriſtians ſprinkle a little water on a child's face, and 
call it baptiſm, adds, I have no objection to the uſe 
of the term, but I contend that the words BAPTIS- 
MA, BAPTIZO, BAPTO, mean a very different rite.” 
(Thoughts on Suſe cription by W. FREND, M. A. F ellow 
of Jeſus Col. Camb.) 

(2.) That the Greek word in 9 Mien properly ſig· 
nifies to immerſe, the voice of our moſt approved Lzx- 


TIcoopaPHERS Will further evince.—BAPTIZo, 70 


plunge, to waſh, ſays SchREVELIVS. (Edit. Amſt. 
1685.) — BAPT IZ O, to immerſe, to dip, ſays TROM- 
Mius. (Concordant. Græcæ.)— BAP TIZ o, to dip, or 
immerſe, ſays SCAPULA. (Lond. 1652.) — BAPT I- 
20, to plunge, to immerſe, to overwhelm in water, ſays 
Hepezicvs. (Edit. 1727.)—BaPT1zo; the native 


and proper ſignification of it is, zo dip into water, or 70 


plunge under water, ſays LEicn. (Crit. Sacr. Edit. 
16 rer, ſignifies only o immerſe; not to 


db, except by conſequence, ſays ALSTEDUIS. {Lexicon 


Theologicum,)—To BAPTIZE, 70 dip into water, or 
to plunge one into the water, ſays WILSON. / Crit. 
Dictionary Edit. 1661.) | 
(3.) The conduct of the German Tranſlators of the 
Bible, may be urged as another proof of this ſame ar- 
ment.—** The Germans (ſays LurhER) call Bap- 
tiſm, Tavey, from depth, which in their language they 
call Treff; as if it were proper thoſe ſhould be deeply 
immerſed, who are baptized. And, truly, if you co 
ider 


r 


(a) 


8 what baptiſm ſignifies, you ſhall ſee the fame 


thing required: for it ſignifies, that our nativity, that 


is full of fins, which is entirely of fleſh and blood, ma 


be overzehelmed by divine grace: therefere the manner 
of baptiſm ought to anſwer to the ſignification of bap- 


tiſm, that it might ſhew a ſure and plain fign of it.“ 
(LUTHER on Babylon's Captivity, quoted by Du VEIIL 


35 ot „„ 
(a.) We have here alſo, moſt clearly and decidedly 
on our fide, the voice of the tranſlators of the Scriptures 


into the Dutch language.—Thoſe learned men have 


rendered the word Baptizo, and the other Greek words 
which relate to this Ordinance, into ſuch plain and ex- 
preſſive Dutch words as Doopen, Doop, Dooper, &c. which 
correſpond with the Engliſh words, 0 dip, dipping, dip- 
per, and the like. —Thefe men were unqueſtionably 


well verſed in the knowledge of the Greek language 
and therefore, it muſt be altogether unlikely, if not 


quite impoſſible, that they ſhould miſtake the meaning 


of thoſe words. It is alſo well known, that they them- | 


| ſelves practiſed ſprinkling ; and likewiſe, that ſprinkling 
was the common practice in their country, and what 
the government there, as well as in the neighbouring 
nations, favoured and adopted : and conſequently, they 
could have had no world!y intereft, in making their tranſ- 


lation favourable to immerſion. Forasmuch, therefore, as 
their tranſlation of thoſe parts of the Scripture which 


appertain to baptiſm, is contrary to their own practice, 
and to the prevailing cuſtom of their country, as well 


as to what was favoured and adopted by the govern- 


ment under which tliey lived, we may venture to con- 
clude, that it could be nothing elſe but the teſtimony 
and authority of their own conſciences, that induced 
them to offer to their country ſuch a tranſlation. Ma 

it not alſo, of courſe, be very ſafely concluded, that 7o 
dip, or to immerſe muſt be the natural and proper ſigni- 


fication of the word Baptixo? (See the DuTcn TES- 


TAMENT, with SEWELL's Dutch-Engl. Dif. under the. 
above words. FX: | 7 


(;-) Another 
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ale.) Another proof, that 70 ROE muſt be the plain 
and legitimate meaning of the Greek word Baprizo, is 
the obvious and unqueſtionable ſignification of the 
words Bedſuddi, and BRedſuddo, ee appear to corre- 
d with it in the ancient Britiſh language, and from 
which the modern elch word, bedyddio {to baptize } is 
evidently derived. Now the plain, and literal meanin 
of the above words, bedſuddi, and bedſuddo, is to immerſe; 
which is a very material circumſtance in this argument. 
The word for baptiſm, in the modern Melſb, is BEDYDD : 
the etymology of which is not at this time generally 
known. Neither is it to be found in any one Dictionary 
ot that language. Not one of the compilers of thoſe 
books appears to have been acquainted with the ety- 
mology of that word: nor do 1 believe that there is 
any other way to make it out, but by recurring to the 
other dialects of the ancient Brit iſh ; the Corniſh and 
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dhe A morican. By ſuch a recurrence, and a careful 


” ” bs, 
l \ 
— _ 
= ® 


compariſon of the ſeveral words for baptiſm, in all the 
three dialects, we may, I doubt not, come fairly, and 
fafely, at the root and expreſs ſignification of the above 
Welch word. Upon this ground then, I will venture 
to aſſert, that the word in queſtion is derived from 


* |  SuppianT, a Britiſh word, which is well known to 


mean dipping, or immerſion; and the verb of which is 
foaai, ſuddi, or ſuddo —BEDZHIDHIAN {Bedſuddian)is the 


= word for Baptiſm in the Cornu-britiſh dialect; the affi- 


nity of which, with the Welch word fuddiant, muſt be 
very obvious. This Cornu-britiſh word, Bedſuddian, 
points out the origin of the Armorican word for Baptiſm, 
BADIẽůGHHIAN r, ( Baduddiant) which is doubtleſs, no other 
than Badſuddiant, a little matter contracted ; and whoſe 
correſpondence, or ſynonymy with the Welſh word 
Suddiant, is ſtill equally clear and certain, with that of 
the aforementioned Cornu-britiſh word. By a compa- 
riſon of theſe Armorican and Cornu-britiſh words, we are 
led unavoidably to conclude, that Bedſuddiant, or Bad- 
fuddiaut, maſt have been the original word for Baptiſm 
in the Britiſh language ; and that, from which the pre- 
ſent Welſh word Bedydd runs An time, this ſame 
| atzcient 


5 * * ) 
88 Britiſh word { Bedſuddiant, or Badſuddiant) like 


many other words in all languages, underwent a con- 
ſiderable change, by abridgment or contraction The 
Corniſh Britons omitted the Etter T; the Armoricans, 
the letter S; and the Cambro-Britons, the letters 8, I, 
1 In this very way, the Welſh word Bedydd, 0 
or Badudd (for it has been ſpelt both ways) appears to 
have been formed. It was originally Bedſuddiant, or 
Badſuddiant: And whatever may be ſaid as to the pre- 
diſe meaning of the prefix, the word itſelf, moſt un- 
ueſtionably, ſignified immerſion ; for the meaning of 
the word ſuddiant has always amounted to that, as 
fully and expreſly as any one word in any langu | 
could poſſibly do.—Having thus proved, that the an- 
cient Britiſh word for baptiſm, meant immet on, it is 
very natural to enquire, in the next place, Who taught 
our anceſtors to expreſs this ordinance by word of 
that import? If Chriſtianity, as is generally Mlowed, 
and that, I believe, on very good grounds, was received 
in this Illand at a very early period; either from the 
Apoſtles themſelves, or ſome of their fellow-labourers; 
it will follow, that they were the very men who di- 
rected the ancient Britons to uſe ſuch a word for Bap- 
tiſm: And, of courſe, that thoſe inſpired perſons them 
ſelves were all Dippers, and underſtood by the Greek 
word Baptizo, nothing leſs than To DIP, BATHE, or 
IMMERSE. And if they underſtood it fo, we may, 
doubtleſs, very ſafely believe, that ſuch was then, in- 
deed, and that fuch 1s ſtill, its natural, proper, and di- 
rect meaning. 

(6.) A further proof in favour of immerſion may be 
drawn from the plain and acknowledged fignification 
of the Hebrew word TABAL, to which the Greek 
word Baptizo anſwers in the Septuagiat verſion. The 

word is alſo uſed for the action of baptizing i in Hebrew 
writings of a date ſubſequent to the Chriſtian æra. IF 
this word has been ſometimes uſed in a foreign or figu- 
rative ſenſe, the ſame has alfo been the caſe with other 
words of the ſame meaning, and even with the Greek 
word Bapto, 1 in the Septuagint of Dan. v. 21. but that 
| - will 
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Will not prove that to immerſe. is not their primary or 
native ſignification. The Hebrew Lexicons, it is well 


known, give, to immerſe, as the proper Eat ſenſe 


of the word Tabal; which its general uſe in the He 
brew {criptures ſeems alſo ſufficiently to corroborate : + 
And inaſmuch as it is uſed in ancient Jewiſh writings 


to denote the action of baptizing, we may venture to 
conclude, that that ſame action was anciently nothing 


elſe but immerſion, as well as that immerſion was alſo, 


in the mean time, the current and eſtabliſhed ſenſe of 
the word Baptizo. (See GILL on Matt. iii. and GRo- 


Tus on chap. xiv. 2.) 


(J.) An additional argument to prove that the na- 


tural, unequivocal, and primary meaning of the word 


Baptizo, is to dip, or immerſe, may be grounded on the 


common and eſtabliſhed practice of the Greek Church, 
from age to age, down to the preſent time. Who can 


be ſo likely to know the ſignification of Greek words 


as the Greeks themſelves? And who ſo likely to under- 
ſtand the plain, undiſguiſed meaning of the word Bap- 


tizo as the Greek Chriſtians, to whoſe mother tongue, or 


native language, that ſame word belongs? That it 


does not, in their opinion ſignify ſprinkling, is certain: 
for they have never adopted that practice. On the o- 
ther hand, that they underſtand it to ſignify immerſion, 
is equally certain: for ſuch has been, indeed, their 
eſtabliſhed practice from generation to generation. 
This then, is a cogent, deciſive proof —a clear, conclu- 
five evidence, that the chriſtian ordinance of Baptiſm 
can be nothing ſhort of immerſion. It. is, ſurely, a _ 
very ſingular circumſtance, that the Greek Church 
ſhould, Tom age to age, adhere to the rite of immer- 
ſion, without ever once attem pting to diſown that uſage, 
widely as that ſame church has departed from primi- 


tive chriſtianity 1 in a multitude of other matters. How 


elſe can this poſſibly be accounted for, but by ſup- 


poſing that Baptizo was ſo clearly and univerſally un- 


derſtood among the Greeks to ſignify immerfion, that 
that uſage could not there be laid aſide for ſhame, or 


without offering violence to the common ſenſe of the 


people? 


= cc 


people? If the Greeks then, who muſt have been the 
beſt jadges in the world, conſidered 7mmerfion as the 
proper and legitimate ſenſe of the word Baptizo, the 
| rde muſt be concluſive, and the advocates for ſprink- 
ling ought to give up the point, and quit the field for 
ever. 3 8 
Now, ſeeing that 10 dip, or immerſe, is the primary, 
legitimate, and unequivocal ſignification of the word 
Baptixo, as has been ſufficiently proved in the fore- 
going pages, it muſt neceſſarily follow, that the ad- 
miniſtration of Bapuſm ought to coincide with that, 
and that every deviation from the ſame is abſolutely 
indefenſible and criminal. The awful puniſhments of 
Nadab and Abihu, Uzzah and others, are left upon re- 


cord as ſtanding memorials, or plain and perpetual - 
indications of the mind of God in matters of this kind 
and ought to teach us to be very cautious how we med- 


dle with divine inftitutions. Whenever we preſume 
to depart from the ſacred pattern in any one caſe, we 


ought to conſider that we are alſo departing, at the 


ſame time, from the fair and flowery path of innocence 
and ſafety. ths „ 
Pædobaptiſts in pleading that baptizo naturally fig- 
nifies, /o pour, or ſprinkle, as well as to immerſe, argue 
in a moſt ſtupid and abſurd manner; and jremind us 
of the man in the fable, that blew both hot and cold 
out of the ſame mouth. To aſſert that ſuch very dif- 
ſerent ideas may be comprehended in the natural or 
primary ſigni fication of that word, is like afferting, 
that both high and low, or ſmall and great, or even hight 
and darkneſs, may be compriſed in the natural or pri- 
mary ſignification of one and the ſame word; than 
which nothing more ſtupid, abſurd, or falſe, can well 
be imagined. No word, ſurely, can have more than 
one natural, leading, or primary ſenſe : and yet that 
muſt be the caſe with the word Baptizo, if to pour, 
ſprinkle, and immerſe, conſtitute its natural, leading, or 
primary ſignification, as ſome people ſeem to ſuppoſe. 
— Immerſion, ſprinkling, and pouring, are conſidered both 
by God and man, as three diſtin& rites or actions. 
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| | | That God ſo Giftippuiſhes 8 may . proved 1 


Lev. iv. 6, 7: © The prieſt ſhall. dip his finger in the 
blood, and /prizkle of the blood ſeven times before the 
Lord, and before the veil of the ſanctuary and ſhall 


pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the 


altar of the burnt offering.” Now had the prieſt pre- 
ſumed to convert dipping here into {pr inkling or pour- 
ing, and fo ſprinkle or four upon, inſtead of dipping his 
nger, he would have perverted the whole of that ty- 
pical inſtitution, and become guilty, to all intents and 
.purpoſes, of an abſolute violation of the divine. pre- 
cept: yet it does not appear that his conduct, in ſuch 
a caſe, would have been at all more improper, abſurd, 
or preſumptuous, than that of our modern Pzdobap- 
tiſts with reſpect to the New Teſtament law of baptiſm. 
I will beg leave to finiſh my obſervations. on this 
head in the words of the celebrated Gilbert Wakefield, 
A. B. late fellow of Jeſus College in Cambridge; one 
of the firſt ſcholars, and greateſt maſters of the Greck 


language now living. 


The Greek word BaPTIZO (ſays Mr. Wakefield) 


which occurs not unfrequently in claſſic authors, uni- 


verſally ſignifies, as far as my obſervation has extended, 
to dip entirely under water. Nor i is there any proof, or 
preſumption to the contrary in any part of the New 
Aanent. 

6 John the Baptiſt is repreſented by the E 
Marrzzw and MaRx, as baptizing in the RIVER 
Jordan. This ſeems to intimate that he did ſomething 
more than ſprinkle his converts.“ 

And Jzsvs, after being baptized"by Joux, is ſaid 
to COME UP ont of the water ; which mult be interpret- 
ed as an additional plea in ſupport of my propoſition. 

In one part of the Goſpels, Joun is ſaid to have 
baptized at Anon near Salem, BECAUSE there were MANY | 
WATERS, Or much water, there. 

« In the As of the Apoſtles, Pm1LIP the 3 in 
ſome converſation with the Nobleman of Athiopia took 


occaſion to ſhew, that Jzsvs of Nazareth correſponded 
to the character — of . * by Iſaiab 
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the Ee And as they were proſecuting their; jour- 
ney, the Eunuch addreſled him and ſaid; See, here is 
water, That doth hinder me to be' baptized Aud Philip 
ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thy keart, thou mayeſt. 
And he anſwered, aud jaid; I believe that Feſus Chr 15 
the Son of God. And be commanded the chariot to fland filly - 
and THEY WENT DOWN BOſH INTO THE WATER, 
both Philip and the Ennuch ; and he baptized him. 

_< Thete portions of ſcripture ſpeak very clearly for 
themſelves, and require no comment or explanation. 
They afford obvious and unqueſtionable proofs, that 
baptiſm was PEG: by immerſion, and not by Jprinkts 
lin 

Ae chen ada Rom. vi. 3, 4. and adds, — Here 

PauL by a bold figurative compariſon, repreſents 

Chriſtian baptiſm as an emblem of the PRATEH and REE 

SURRECTION of our Lord. But there eyidently is 

no propriety in this repreſentation unleſs the cerempny » 

of baptiſm was performed by the immerfion of the perſon 
baptized. In that caſe, indeed, we begin to diſcover 
ſome reſemblance between the alluſion and the fact. 

The body, when covered by water, might not unaptly 

be compared to the dead body of our Saviour in its 
ſtate of concealment beneath the Earth; and the raifing of 
it up again out of that element, in which the human 
body has no power and activity, might as ſignificantiy ” 
repreſent the Reſurrection of I Esus from the Grave.” 

« Who does not ſee that the ArostLE's alluſion is 
very inappoſite and abſurd, upon the ſuppoſition that 
baptiſm conſiſted 1n. /prinkling a few drops of water on 
the face of an infant with the finger ?” 

He afterwards, Quotes i Cor. X. 1—3. and 1 Per. ili. 
20—22, and, after making ſeveral remarks. to the ſame 
purpoſe. as before, he thus concludes, | 

 - © The truth of my propoſition | that baptiſm, as per- 
formed by John the baptiſt, and by the Apoſiles of Feſus 

Chriſt, was the aeg don of the whole body under ⁊vater] 

is I hope completely aſcertained : And though none 

of the obſervations. here advanced may convey any in- 
formation to the learned > they will, I dare ſay, 
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be new to many, and may excite, probably, the atten- 
tion of ſome, who have hitherto had neither leiſure, 
nor inclination, nor courage, to examine the creed of 
their forefathers, or diſpute the authol ity of their teach- 
ers; and may induce them to ſet about that neceſſary 
work, with a view to the regulation of 1 own faith 
and practice. 1 
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Havixò by this time, as I 5 ſufficiently thine, 
What is Baptiſm ; or, to what particular rite or action 
the evangelical commiſſion, to baptize, refers; and 
that it is in fact nothing To of immerſion; 1 will now 

proceed to ſhew, ; 
SxconDLY, © Who are its Scriptural Subjects - z'-Ofh 
To what particular deſcription of perſons this ordinance 
_ was deſigned by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And here 
it may be ſafely affirmed, - 
5 1. That the ordinance in quaſticn does not helen 
to any deſcription of men whatever, in thoſe places 
which the Goſpel has not viſited, or, in other words, 
where it is not preached: it being very clear, that it 
is intended to ſucceed, and not precede the publication 
of the Goſpel. 

2. Nor does it belong to any, even where the Gol. 

pel is preached, that are ſtill in point of age, Or under- 
ftanding, incapable of believing and embracing it: the 
Goſpel being evidently the diſpenſation of manhood 
and knowledge, and not that of infancy and infanity. 
— Its ordinances, any more than its doctrines, do not be- 
long to ſuch as have not attained to the uſe of reaſon. 

3. Nor can this ordinance appertain to any, even of 
thoſe who are, in point of age and underſtanding, ca- 
pable of believing and embracing a preached Goſpel, 

unleſs it ſhould alſo appear that they do indeed, cordi- 
ally believe and embrace the ſame : it being p erfectly 3 
clear, that perſonal knowledge, conviction, and faith, 
form the very baſis of goſpel obedience, or evangelical 
practice, in every point of view. 4. Of 
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cp See WAKEFIELD! 8 Plain and Short 1 of the Nature of 
Baptiſm, 9 i. 


f 3x 9 


4. Ot courſe, we may ſafely u among the 18 
chriſtian uſages, the baptizing of new born babes, who - 
not only cannot give the ſlighteſt evidence of their 
belief of the goſpel, but who allo muſt be, as every 
rational man Will readily allow, utterly incapable of 


ſuch belief. 


That new born infants cannot be proper ſubjects of 
the Chriſtian ordinance of baptiſm, and that this or- 
dinance can belong only to thoſe adults who make a 
credible profeſſion of faith in Chritt, may be further 
amy and illuſtrated, _ 

. From the very nature of Chriſtianity. Suck is 
enen the genius of that holy religion, that none 
but thoſe who appear to underſtand the Divine Re- 
cord, can be proper ſubjects of its ordinances. The 


Whole tenor of the New Teſtament revelation affords M 


a Clear and ample proof of this fact. Hence, believing 
the apoſtolic report, being taught, and made di/crples, 

are exprefily connected with baptiſm, as what thould 
take place in all the ſubjects previouſly to their admiſ- 
fion to that ordinance. So likewiſe, the remembrance 
of Chriſt, diſcerning the Lord's body, and examining 
themſelves, are, in the moſt expreſs manner, required 
of all thoſe who partake of the Lord's Supper. The 
_ caſe is evidently ſimilar, as to all other evatgelical oh- 

ſervances. It is well known that all chriſtians are de- 
nominated, the children of God; but it is allo plain 
declared, chat it is by faith in Jeſus Chriſt they are 2 
They are likewiſe deſcribed, as having obtained like 


precious faith with the Apoſtles, as begotten of Gd 


with the word of truth as begotten again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurre tion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead 
—as born again not of corruptible, but of incorruptible 
ſeed, by the word of God—as become new creatures, and 
having put on the new man, which is renewed in En. 
ledge, after the image of him who created him: Where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumciſion nor un- 
circumciſion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but 
Chriſt is all and in all. All which expreſſions necef. 


larily and evidently imply, that nothing ſhort of the vn 
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knowledge and belief and power * the Goſpel, can 
, conſtitute a man a real Chriſtian, or make him a pro- 


per ſubject of Goſpel ordinances. 


In ſhort, it plainly 
appears, that the New Teſtament conſiders none as 
belonging to Chriſt's kingdom, or fit ſubjects of his 


ordinances, but thoſe who confeſs with the mouth the 


Lord Jeſus, and believe with the heart that God raiſed 
him from the dead ; to whom the word is nigh, even 
That prophetic 
repreſentation is here applicable and decifive, where 
the people of the New Covenant, to whom alone the 
ordinances of the Goſpel belong, are repreſented as 


having the Divine Law put into their minds, and writ- 


ten in their hearts, and, as all knowing God, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt. N othing can be more in point 
than this deſcription, and it muſt alſo be quite con- 
cluſive in favour of my argument, as it is evidently 
characteriſtic of the rrue diſciples of Chriſt, and the 
approved ſubjects of his ordinances, throughout all 
periods of the Goſpel diſpenſation, as well as at that 
glorious future ſeaſon when the jews ſhall be con- 
verted, and when all nations ſhall ſubmit to the Son 
of God. 

2. The language of our Lord's Commiſſion, by re- 
preſenting the proper ſubjects of baptiſm as hearers 


and believers of the Apoſtolic report, neceſſarily and 


effectually refutes the doctrine of Infant baptiſm. — 
© Preach the Goſpel to every creature—Teach all 
nations, baptizing them.” Baptizing who ?—Thoſe, 


_ undoubtedly, who receive your doftrine—Thoſe with 


whom your preaching appears to meet with credit and 
acceptation ; and none elſe. The Commiſſion is the 
law of baptiſm ; and as it does not fo much as men- 


tion infants, or any who are incapable of attending to 
the goſpel report, we may very ſafely conclude that 
the ordinance cannot belong to them. 


The whole tenor of our Lord's Miniſtry, as well 


as that of John the Baptiſt, will alſo ſerve to corroborate 
and eftabliſh the principle which I maintain, That the 


doctrine of infant baptiſm is not from Heaven but of 
. men. | 


A 


„ 
men. Their plan was, to make diſciples, AND THEN _ 
baptize them: Not to baptize them firſt, and diſciple 
them afterwards ; nor yet to diſciple them by baprizing * 
them, as ſome have moſt abſurdly and ſtupidly p 205 
The words in John iv. 1. moſt clearly diſtinguiſh be- 
tween diſciphng, or making diſciples, and baptizing. And 
it is well known, that the very term 9iſciþ/e, neceflarily 
implies, not only one who is actually under tuition, 
but even, one who has already, in ſome meaſure, im- 
bibed the principles, or doctrine of his Maſter. That 
memorable declaration of our Lord (Luke xiv. 27.) 
fully coincides with this, “ That whoſoever doth not 
bear his crols, and come after him, cannot be his dif. 
ciple :“ for it is a certain truth, that to bear Chriſt's 
croſs, and follow him, can reſult from nothing ſhort of 
the knowledge, cordial reception, and ſaving influence, or 
energy of his doftrine. „„ 
4. The conſtant and uniform practice of the Apoſtles, 
appears entirely to have correſponded to what has been 
- obſerved, relating to the Miniſtry and Commiſſion of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. For they began with preaching, 
in order to perſuade and teach men; or, in other 
words, to diſciple them; in conſequence of which 
they admitted them to baptiſm.—So Peter did on the 
day of Pentecoft : he began by preaching ; and ſuch as 
were diſcipled under the ſermon, or, as the Evangeliſt _ 
expreſſes it, they that gladly received his word, WERE _ 
BAPTIZED.— The ſelf ſame method did Philip alſo ob- 
ſerve among the Samaritans, Acts ym. He too, bega 
by preaching Chriſt unto them: And when they ap- 
peared to have been converted, or diſcipled, or, in other 
words, When they believed Philip, preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Feſus Chriſt, 
they were baptized both men and women. Note! there 
is not the leaſt hint dropt about their infants. May it 
not, therefore, be from hence fairly concluded, that 
Philip muſt have been totally ignorant of the doctrine 
of infant baptiſm 2—-The ſtory of the Ethiopian Eunuch 
exhibits likewiſe, exactly, the very ſame order or me- 
thod. Philip began by preaching unto him Jeſus. Nor 
CT did 
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did be offer, or e to baptize "7 till it appeared 

that he had been fo affected by the preaching, as really 
to become a diſciple of Chriſt : or, to — 5 more 

agreeably to the language of the Eyangeliſt, till he was 
perfectly ſatisfied, from his own conduct and confeſſion, 
that he believed with all his heart that Feſus Chrift was 
the Son of God. — The whole hiſtory of the Apoſtolic 
miniſtrations appears perfectly to coincide, or harmo- 
nize with the above inſtances. Not the ſmalleſt hint 
has been dropt in the New Teſtament, that the Apoſ- 
tles ever adminiſtered baptiſm to babes: Nor is the 
lighteſt evidence to be found there, that they con- 
| fidered that ordinance, any more than the Lord's Sup- 
per, as appertaining to them. Even where the baptilm 
of whole families or houſholds, is mentioned, we con- 
ſtantly meet with expreſſions which plainly indicate, 
that infants or babes. were not included among the 
baptized : ſuch as, that they magnified God, had their 
hearts purified by faith, were at believed in God, 
rejoiced, believed on the Lord, addifted themſelves to 
the miniſtry of the Saints, &c. 

5. Had the doctrine of Infant baptiſm been from 
Heaven, it might very naturally and ably be ex- 
> pected, that our Lord would have declared, or at leaſt 
intimated as much, when the little children were brought 
to him. (Matt. xix. Mark x. Luke xvii.) But it is 
very certain that he neither commanded them to be 
baptized, nor gave the ſmalleſt intimation, or dropt 
the ſlighteſt hint, of their having any manner of right 
to that ordinance. He treated them, indeed, with the 
moſt affectionate tenderneſs ; and, without all doubt, 
it behoves us to ſhew towards our little ones a ſimilar 
diſpoſition: but as he did not, in the mean time, order 
them to be baptized, or give any intimation that they 
were proper ſubjects of that ordinance (although there 
was then, ak: ee the faireſt opportunity for him ſo 


— 


| todo) we may, ſurely, with the greateſt ſafety con- 


clude, that this ſame doctrine of infant baptiſm can be 
none of his. 
6. Such 
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6. Such expreſſions as 1 in newneſs, 07 life, 
putting on Chrift, and, the anſwer .of à good conjeiente; 
being, . in {cripture, connected with the adminiſtration 
of baptiſm, and aſcribed to its ſubjects, is another 

good proof, that infants, or babes, were not among 
thoſe who were admitted to that ordinance in the pris 
mitive times: fince no walking in newneſs of life, nor” 
the putting on of Chriſt, nor yet the anſwer, or exera 
ciſe of a good conſcience, could, with any degree of 
reaſon or. propriety, be expected from them. Not 
any thing more abſurd, or incompatible with their 
character or capacity, wort it be, to ſpeak of their 
diſcerning the Lord's body, and examining themſelves. 42 
. The conceſſions ot many of the moſt eminent and 
celebrated Pedobaptifts, in their cool and ſober.mos 
ments, may be urged as another very good and con: 
dufive argument againſt the validity of infant bapriſms 
Alt cannot be proved, by the facred ſcripture. (lays 
LUTHER) that infant baptiſm was inſtituted by Chriſt, 
or begun by the firſt chriſtians after the Apolles.” ts 
A. R. Van. Inf. Bapt. part. its pa. 8 | 

CALVIN alſo acknowledges, that it 1s not expoallly 
declared by the Evangeliſts, that the Apoſtles ever 
baptized any infants. (Inſt. b. iv. c,xvi N 8. 51 
Zv1INGLIiUs' and MELANCTHeN, according to 
WiIIIs, made the ſame kind of acknowledgment. Inf, 
bapt. aſſerted and vindicated. P. 2 C. 2. p. 37 40 
199, 200, 5 : 

ERAsMus (according to the laſt leak ns writer) 
ſeems t to have been of the ſame opinion, when he ſaid 
That if any one doubted: the fact, of the baptiſm of 
infants being inſtituted by the Apoſtles, he Ks not 
to be condemned. W1LLS, as before, P. II. p. 39, 40. 

HE MacbDEBZURO CEN TURTA TORS alſo allow, 
that. no examples of the baptiſm of infants occur in 
the ft, age. Cent. I. L. II. C. vii p.38 . 

BAx TER n there can be no example oven 
in Scripture, of any one that was baptized without the 
profeſſion of ſaving faith, nor any precept for ſo doing; 
then mult we not baptize any without it. But the 
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antecedent is true; 3 ſo is the confequetit— 
In a word, I know of no word in {cripture that giveth 
us the leaſt intimation that ever man was baptized 
without the profeſſion of ſaving faith, or that giveth 
the leaſt encouragement to baptize any upon another 


F: faith. 40 Dip. of Right to Sacr. p. 149. 151. 
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LimBorcs freely acknowledges, "Une there is no 
expreſs command for Infant baptiſm in'Scripture; and 
that all thoſe paſſages wherein baptiſm is commanded, 
do immediately relate to adult perſons, ſince they are 
ordered to be inſtructed, and faith is pre-requſite as a 
neceſſary qualification, which are peculiar to the adult 
alone. There is no inſtance (he adds) that can be 
3 from whence it may indiſputably be in- 
ferred, that any child was baptized by the Apoſtles. 
The neceſſity of Pædobaptiſm was never afferted by 
any council before that of Carthage, held in the year 
418.— Since there are no marks in antiquity, before 
the ſaid Council, of the neceſſ ity of Infant Baptiſm, 
there is no reaſon why at preſent it ſhould be held as 
neceſſary.“ Way Syſt. Div vol ii. p. 740. 

By. Boxer ays, that there is no expreſs precept or 
rule given in the New Teſtament for the baptiſm of 
infants. Exp. 39. Art. p. 383. | 
© Bp. STILLINGFLEET aflerts, that i it is not ſet down 
in expreſs words, whether baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtered | 
to infants or no, but 1s left to be'gathered by analogy 
and conſequences. Jrenicum P. II. C. iv. p. 178. 

DR. Warrs ſeems to have entirely given up the 
divine authority of Infant Baptifxz, when he told his 
friend Dr. G1BBoxNs, that he had not obſerved any be- 
nefit ariſing from the adminiſtration of Baptiſm to in- 
fants. See Dr. GiBBZONs' Letter, in CARTER'S 19 
marks on a late Publication, p. 9a. L 

Mn. PALMER of Hackney, grants, that chere is no- 
thing in the words of the inſtitution, nor in any after 
accounts of the adminiſtration of this rite, reſpectin 
the baptiſm of infants : there is not (ſays he) a fingle pre- 
cept for, nor example of this practice through the whole 
New Teſtament.” Prot. Dif. Anſ. to Dr. PxiESTLEY'S 
Free Addreſs on the L. S. P. * Other 


j 
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Other Pedobeptilt, of no ſmall eminence, have de- 
 livered as their clear opinion, that Infant baptiſm was 
entirely unknown in the days of the Apoſtles. 
The baptiſm of infants in the two firſt centuries 
after Chriſt (fays CURCELL&US) was. allogether uns 
6 but in the third and fourth was allowed by 
ſome few. In the fiith and following ages it was ge- 
necally received. The cultom of baptizing infants did 
not begin before the ird age after Chrilt was born. 
In the former ages no trace of it appears — and it was 
introduced without the command of Chriſt.“ Iuſt, 
BTC cud, de pee N 
orig. §. 56. 

SALMASIUS and SUICERUS 3 that in the zo 
firſt centurics, no one was baptized, except, being in- 
ſt-uced in the faith, and acquainted with the doctrine 
of Chriſt, he was able to profels himſelf a believer.” 
Quoted by Booth, Pæd. Exam, 1. Edit. p. 194.5. 
: he late Dr. Joa rix, one of the moſt learned and 
reſpectable names among the Britiſh e was 
evidently of opinion, that the Scripture is totally fi- 
lent about infant baptiſm; and that there are not any 
traces to be found of that uſage till ſometime after the” 
Apoſtolic age See Jortiu's Rem. on Eccl. Hiſt, vol, 1, 

24 
"Ml 1 this time the cloſe of the ſocand century, 
fays profeſſor FORMEY of Berlin] they baptized infants 
as well as adults.” Eccl. Hiſt. vol 1. p. 33. 

I will cloſe this lift of Pædobaptiſt names, with thoſe 
of BossUET and CourAYER, two of the moſt learned 
and eminent members of the Romiſh Church; the 
former of the 1aft, and the latter of the preſent century, 

BossvET expreſſes himlelf thus—< ]JzsuUs CHRIST 
has ſaid Teach gud Baptige; and again, He that believeth, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. But the Chuck, Hole 
by the Authority of Tradition and Cuſtom, bas ſo inter», 
preted thoſe words, that the inſtraction and faith which 
 CurisT had joined with baptiſm, might be ſeparated 
from it in the caſe of in funts.” In STEM: ag. Kus. p. 
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- CovrAarveR's words are as follows—<; The Baptiſm 
of Infants (ſays he) is of great antiquity in the Church; 
It is even perhaps, the antiquity of this practice that 
gave riſe to the idea of original fin, taken in the ſenſe 
of the Theologians, for a guilt that drags all mankind 
who die without baptiſm, to damnation. This belief 
once eſtabliſhed, has contributed indirectly to make 
the baptiſm of infants be judged neceſſary to their fal- 
yation ; for if they had, been conſidered as entirely 
pure and innocent, why, as Tertullian ſays, ſhould we 
be ſo anxious to apply baptiſm for the remiſhon of 
their fins? Ut guid feftinat innocens ætas ad remiſſioneni 
peccatorum, I do not ſee however, that Jeſus Chriſt, or 
his Apoſtles, have preſcribed for them this baptiſm, 
which he ſeems only to have eftabliſhed to reclaim a- 
dults to repentance, and to the reception of the goſpel, 
and in order to purify them thereby, from the fins of 
which they had been gwlty before. I do not in fact 
find any thing in Scripture, that obliges us to extend 
to infants the neceſſity of baptiſm. It does not even 
appear after the practice was introduced, that it was 
judged as it is now, of neceſſity, fince it was very com- 
mon then, to defer the reception of this Sacrament to 
an advanced age, and even till death. By {peaking in 
this manner, it is not my intention, to cenſure a prac-- 
tice ſo ancient, and ſo general, as that of baptizing in- 
fants; but I would not for all this, confider it as,an 
error in thoſe, who believe baptiſm to be neceflary to 
Adults only.” — See CouRAYER'Ss Declarat. of his laſt 
Sentiments, p. 68, 69, 70. 5 : 
No one, I hope, will think me to blame for having 
thus availed myſelf of the voluntary conceſſions of my 
opponents, ſeeing that the Scriptures themſelves have 
amply ſanctioned ſuch a mode of proceeding. —The 
inſpired Evangeliſts have not heſitated to introduce the 
very Demons, ſometimes, as vouchers or witnefles, for 
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the divine character and doctrine of their Maſter Jeſus. 

Ehe declaration which a Sorcerzſ5, or one who had a. 

familiar ſpirit, had made in favour of chriſtianity, has 
been recorded by Luke. — The ſame Evangeliſt makes 


(39) 


a fimilar aſe of the teſtimony of a „Rben Ci 


And Paul has referred to the writings of the Pagas 
Poets, by way of confirmation of the doctrine which | 
he preached. Matt. viii. 29. Mark i. 24, and iii. 11; 's, 
and v. 6, 7. Luke iv. 41. Acts xix. 15 Ads Xvi. 
17. — Luke xxiii. 47. Acts xvii. 28. 

On theſe accounts, my brethren, I truſt I ſhall Rand 
fully juſtified in having attempted to invalidate your: 
principles by the unbiaſſed conceſſions of ſome of the 
molt eminent writers of your party. In truth, I muſt 
needs think, that the doctrine of infant ſprinkling can 
have but a moſt miſerable foundation, when ſo many 
of the moſt learned and able of its advocates have been 
obliged, in their moſt ſober and diſpaſſionate moments, 


or, as I may ſay, in cool blood, ſo to expreſs them". 


ſelves concerning it. On the other hand, had not the 
evidence on our ſide of the queſtion appeared to them 
exceedingly clear and concluſive indeed, it can hardly / 


be ſuppoled that they ſhould have felt themſelves con- - 


ſtrained to make ſuch unqualified and es on 
conceſſions in our favour. | 

On this head it muſt be quite neatieſs farther. to 
enlarge; I ſhall now, re proceed to ſnew, 


THIRDLY, What 18 the import and deſign of Bap- 5 


tiſm ; or, What that doctrine really is, which this Or- 
dinance is intended to hold forth. 

Every thing in Chriſtianity, my brethren, proceeds 
from, and points to God: that God who is light, 
and in whom is no darkneſs at all. Chriſtianity is, 


throughout, an illuminating and inſtructive religion. 


Te 2 a vaſt ſeries of important facts, and every ' 

ſingle fact preſents ſome intereſting doctrine - ſome 
doctrine appertaining to, or calculated for our preſent 
and eternal welfare. Nothing arbitrary, inſignificant, 


uſeleſs, or eee is there to be found. Its 07. 


dinances, of courſe, muſt be of a ſignificant, inſtructive, 
and intereſting nature: that is, they mult neceſſarilyx 
contain ſome ſalutary do&rine—ſome doctrine highly 
worthy of their bleſſed e, and eminently condu- 

cive 
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cive of thirbecakit of thoſe for whom, they are intended, 


Zaptiſm, for inſtance, muſt be ſo confidered. The 
New Teſtament, to which. it appertains, may be ex- 
pected, not only. to point out the rite itſelf, in a clear 
and diſtinct manner, together with the character of the. 
perſons to whom it belongs (both of which we have 
Aready conſidered) but alſo to deſcribe the very doctrine 


it is intended to exhibit, or convey. And this is what 
non demands our ſerious and diligent inveſtigation. 


This is a branch of the ſubject (ſays a very worthy: , 
and judicious writer“) which has ,been too little at- 
tended to by many. The univerſal practice of ſprink- 
ling infants, with the principles adopted and argu- 
ments uſed in ſupport of that human invention, have 
not only ſet aſide the ſubjects and form of Chriſt's in- 
ſtitution, but in a great meaſure obſcured and per- 
verted its fignification ; ſo that it is amazing to oblerve. 
the ignorance which prevails among profeſſors on this 
head, though they have the New Teſtament in their 


hands, Some look upon it as little more than the 


ceremony of giving a name to their child. Many con- 
ſider it as a Chriſtening, or making them chriſtians: 
hence theit anxiety to have them ſprinkled betimes 
left they ſhould die pagans. Others who pretend to 


more knowledge, view it as a ſign whereby their in- 
fants are initiated into the vifible church: although they 
are neither agreed as to what that Church is, nor ad- 


mit them into the full communion of any one viſible 
church. They alſo: look upon it as the ſeal of ſome 
covenant, which they ſay is made with a believer and 
his natural ſeed : yet they are not agreed as to the na- 
ture of that imaginary covenant, or whether it entails 
ſalvation, or only a right to ſome outward privileges. 
Many view it as the parent's dedication of his child to 
God, accompanied with a vor or engagement to bring 


it up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; while 


others, diſclaiming dedications, vows, and engagements, 
make it to be a ſign to the parent, chat Chrilt is as able 
to ſave his child as himſelf, and that he muſt enter the 
11 

* Mr. McLean. 
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kingdom n any good qualification 
as his infant. Thus every one annexes a ſignification 
to baptiſm 17 8 to his own favourite hypotheſis? 


whilft all o 
bapriſin of infants. But as the Scripture contains n 
fach inſtitution, ſo neither does it give us any of the 
above views as the deſign of baptiſm. Af we conſult 


the Word of God, we ſhall find chat this facred ore il 


dinance is intended, 
1. To be a fign or ſymbol of regeneration, or that 


che perſon baptized is born of the Spirit. Out Lord 


ſays to Nicodemus, * Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of. 
8 Vater here undoubtedly means the water of 

aptiſm, for it is diſtinguiſhed from the Spirit; ſo that- 

be horn of water is to be baptized, even as to he 
Joby of the Spirit is to be regenerated : and as the for- 
mer is connected with the latter, and termed a birth” 
with reference to it, it muſt be the viſible ſign or re- 
preſentation of the ſpiritual birth. This is further 
evident from Tit. m. 5. © According to his mercy he 


faved us, by the waſhing of regeneration and renewing” 
of the Holy Ghoſt.” Two things are here pointed at.” 
One 1s ry on called the waſhing, or rather laver 
(LOUTRON) of regeneration, becauſe it is the ſign of e- 
generation: The other is regeneration itſelf, or the re- 


wing of the Holy Ghoſt, which is the thing ſignified 


in baptiſm. Our Lord makes this ordinance neceflary 


to our entering into the kingdom of God; which im- 


plies at leaſt, that as none can really enter that king. 
dom without being born of the Spirit; ſo none can 


viſibly ent er it without being born of water: nor indeed 


have they ground to think that they ſhall enter it in 
any ſenſe, if they wilfully deſpiſe this ordinance, and 


throw contempt upon the authority of its Tnftirutor, 


which is expreſſſy declared to be no leſs than ¶ reject· 
ing the counſel of God againſt themſelves. ” 0 Luke 


vil. 29, 30.) 


2 repreſents, to the believer the rem fon or waſh 
ing away of his fins. Accordingly Peter ſays to the 
| convicted 


them have been accommodated to the 
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ide Jews, 3 and be baptized every.one 
of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 
of fins.” . Ananias,. in his addreſs to Paul expreſſes 
this {till more ſtrongly: Why tarrieſt thou? (fays 
he) <5 Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away thy. fins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.“ This manner of 
. — will appear very extravagant to many now-a- 

ys, who look upon baptiſm as a mere empty rite, | 
or arbitrary precept. To be baptized for the. remiſſion 
or waſhing away of ſins, plainly imports, that in baptiſm 
| the remiſſion of fins is repreſented as really conferred up- 
on the believer. The Goſpel promiſes in general, 
that through Chriſt's name, whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſhall receive remiſſion of fins.” (Acts x. 43.) 
Baptiſm applies this promiſe, and repreſents its actual 
accompliſhment to every. individual believer; aſſuring 
him, that all his paſt fins are now as really waſhed a- 
way, as his body is waſhed in water..—Peter calls bap- 
tiſm.(anTITuPoN) the antitype of the ſalvation of 
Noah and his family from water by. the, lifting up of 
the ark, while he alſo contraſts it with the ceremonial 
cleanſings which ſanctified only to the purifying of the 
fleſh. His words are The antitype of which, bap- 
dim, doth alſo now fave us, (not the putting away the 

' filth of the fleſh, but the anſiver of a good conſcience 

= towards God,) by the reſurrection * Jeſus Chriſt; 
who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of 
Ne. 1 Pet. iii. 21, 22. 

Baptiſm conſidered as a waſhing or clean 1g, repre 
ſents both our juſtification from the guilt of fin by the 
blood of Chriſt, and our ſanctification from its inherent 
pollution and power by his word and Spirit: hence both 
the juſtifying efficacy of Chriſt's death, or his having 


given himſelf ſor the Church, tt alſo the Janthifying _ 
influence of his word believed, are repreſented in Eph. 
v. 25, 26, 27. as implyed in, or ſignified by baptiſm, 
or as it is chere expreſſed ihe waſhing of water, or, as the 
words might, perhaps, be more 2 rendered, the 
= Dover of water. 


Having 
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Having now conſidered haptiſm as it repreſents 4 
waſhing or cleanſing, it mũſt be here obſerved, that that 
is not the only, nor yet the principal import of chis 
ordinance. It holds forth the believer's connection 
with Chriſt, in a manner ſtill more cloſe, ſtriking, and. 

complete; than any thing included in that idea. For, 
3. It exhibits the death, burial, and reſurreftion of 
Chriſt, whereby -he fulfilled all righteouſneſs, together. 

with the Chriftian's communion with, and conformity to. 

him therein. This the Apoſile expreſsy declares and 
inſiſts upon, Rom. vi. 3, 4. So many of us as wers 

_ baptized into Jeſus Chriſt were baptized into his death. 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptiſm 1ato; 
death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk” 
in newnels of life.” &c. He gives the ſame view of tt. 
in Col. ii. 12, 13. * Buried with him in baptiſm, 
wherein allo you are riſen, with him, through the faith 
of the operation of God, who raiſed him from the dead. 
And you being dead in your fins, and the uncircum- 
ciſion of your ſleſh, hath he quickened together with.” 

. Chriſt, having forgiven you all treſpaſſes.” From 
theſe pailages we learn, | „ 


(I.) That baptiſm repreſents Chriſt's death, burg“ 
and reſurrection; and To exhibits, in a figure, What the 
Goſpel declares by way of teſtimony; namely, That 
he was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again fox 
our juſtification.” Rom. vi. 25. —- His own baptiſm | 
alſo. ſeemed” to repreſent this; as may be e 
from the reaſon he aſſigns for it to John: Suffer it 
to be ſo now; for Taus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs :” as much as to ſay, Permit me o 
be baptized ; for my baptiſm is a figure of the work 
which I have undertaken to finiſh ; for in like manner 
as I am buried under, and raiſed again out of the wa- 
ter, even ſo it becometh me to fulfil all righteouſneſs 
by dying and rifing again from the dead.” Accord- 
ingly, this being tranſacted in a figure, the whole ex- 
hibition was completed when he (aNEBE) alcended . 
up from the water, and the Holy Spirit deſcended up- 
— on 


8 > \ Dy. -S > ae 1 —_ Lo 
n 1 e yh, FR, EY _ 


heels: 


4 
4 1 
of 4 
3 
= 14 | 
_ 
. 'f 
_— 
| | | 4F l 
4 
L Q 
6 4 4 
| | 


= preſſions; and muſt imply, that . are ſo deep- 
: * 


it beaccompliſhed ! 


en him; 5 NR OTE? with the F ather” s voice from 
heaven, announcing him his beloved Son, and declar- 


Bi his good pleafure in him; which was verified at 


his reſurrection from the dead, and aſcenſion to the 
right hand of God. The myſtery of Chriſt's baptiſm, 
therefore, appears to be this:. The warer-which is the 
emblem of diſtreſs, and an inſtrument of ſuffocation 
and death, denoted affliction and pain, and the ex- 
tinction or deprivation of life, the wages of Sin. — His 
mmerfion under water ſignified his being a man of ſor- 
rows, his bearing his people's grief, and dying for them. 
Elis emerfion or riſing again out of the water, repre- 
ſented his reſurrection from the dead, wherein he was 
juſtified or acquitted, as having ſatisfied all demands, 
fulfilled al] righteouſneſs, an dalſo obtained eternal life, | 
dominion, and glory, as the reward of his obedience 
unto death. —This appears to be the myſtery of his 


| baptiſm, concerning which He ſays, „ have a bap- 


tiſm to be baptized with, and how am I ftraitened till 
„ Fuke xii. 50. From the fore 
cited paſſages we alſo learn, 
(2.) That che baptiſm of believers repreſents their 
union and communion with Chrift m his death, burial, 
and reſurrection. The expreſſions - © baptized into 
his death — buried with him in baptiſm wherein ye 
are alſo tifen with him,” evidently imply that they 
were moſt/peculiarly intereſted in his dying and riſing 
again; or, were ſo comprehended i in, and accounted 
one with him, as to have died i in his death, been buried 
in his burial, and raiſed again in his reſurrection: And 
that now, upon their believing the goſpel, this is ſig- 


nified to them by their baptiſm, wherein Chriſt's death, 


burial, and reſurrection, are reacted in a figure, upon 
their own perſons. _ 

As to Communion with Chrift in 35 DEATH, the A- 
poſtle ſays, We are dead to ſin dead with Chriſt: 


and that our old man was crucified with him.“ 


(Rom. vi. 2, 8, 6.) Theſe, certainly, are not empty 
or unmeaning, but are, doubtleſs, very ſignificant ex- 


I 45 ) F 
ly PO TE in FO Lord's death, and ſo. intimately. 
connected with him therein, as that the ſubjugation of. 
of their old corrupt nature, or the.mortification of fin. 
in them, both as to its guilt, whereby they are liable 
to condemnation, and as to its indwelling power, by 
which it has infected their whole conſtitution, and ſub- 
jected them to its ſervice, is M fact derived from that 
ſource. | 
And as to 8 with Chrift in his RESURREC- 
rox, the ſame Apoſtle ſays; ** God hath. quickened 
us togetber with Chriſt and hath raiſed us up together, 
and made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrift 
Feſus.” (Eph. 11. 4—7.)—Here the communion, or in- 
timate connection of believers with Chriſt in his Thlr. 
rection, or their vital intereſt therein, · is very clearly 
inted out : ſo that when Chriſt was raiſed up from 
the dead to the enjoyment of eternal life and glory, 
they allo are repreſented as being then quickened and 
_ raiſed up together wwith him, being included in him as 
their head. Accordingly Chriſtians are exhorted to 
reckon themſelves thus connected with Chriſt in his 
living, or reſurrection, as well as in his dying: For 
in that he died, he died unto fin once; but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewiſe reckon ye allo. 
yourſelves to be dead indeed unto. fin, but alive unto 
God (EN) IN JESUS CHRIST OUR Lozp.” (Rom. 
vi. ro, 11.) And this reckoning anſwers to what was 
Juſt before declared to be the import of their baptiſt ;- 
(verle 3, 4.) for their burial in, and riſing again out 
of the water, exhibired what Chriſt underwent, not 
ſingly, but as involving or comprehending chem; or 
as paſſing upon themielves, even as if they had under- 
gone it in their own perſons. Such 1s the intimate 
connection between Chriſt and his members in his dy- 
ing and riſing, and ſuch is the reckoning which be- 
lievers are called to make of their baptilm.—As the 
effect ot this, 
3.) Baptiſm alſo import the behever's ſpiritual cons 
formity to Chr Its death and reſurrection by dying unto 
fn, and riſing again unto a new lite of holineſs. This 
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js a neceſſary conſequence 52 the MONEY an eſſential 
and important branch of the ſalvation by Chriſt, and 
produced by a communication of his Spirit, whereby 
they are made to perceive, beheve, and love the truth, 
and ſo to fall under its habitual and prevailing influ- 
ence. It conſiſts of two things; the mortification of 
ſin, or putting off the old man with its luſts and deeds; 
and a reſurrettion to a new ſpiritual life, or putting on 
the new man, which after Gag is created in righteouſ- 


neſs and holineſs of the truth; 


That immerſion repreſents the death or mortification 
of fin, is clear from the paſſages already mentioned, 
The chief ſcope of the Apoſtle in Rom. vi. is to ſhew, 
that believers muſt not continue in fin that grace may 
abound ; for, ſays he, how ſhall we that are dead 
to ſin live any longer therein,” namely, in our own 
perſons, as was the caſe before we knew the grace of 
God 1n truth ?—The mortification of fin is alſo held 
forth in Col. ii. 11, 12. © In whom alſo ye are Cir. 
dumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands, 
in putting off the body of the fins of the fleſh, by 
the circumciſion of Chriſt ; buried with him in bap- 
tiſm,” &c. The body of the fins of the fleſh” 1 
the whole frame of i elkng ſin, which is both in- 
fluenced by the fleſhly body, and alſo exerts itſelf by 
means of it, uſing its members as inſtruments in ful- 
filling its various defires and luſts. To be governed 
by this body of fin is to be in the fleſh, to mind the 
things of the fleſh, and to live after the fleſh ; and 
ſuch are termed (Psvchi Kor) ſouliſb, animgl, or ſen- . 
ſual, in oppoſition to their being ſpiritual, or having 
the or i 14. Jude 19. 

Our reviviſcence, or reſurrection to a new life of ho- 
lineſs, in conformity to Chriſt's reſurrection from the 


dead, and by virtue derived from it, is alſo repreſented -. 


in baptiſm by our riſing again out of the water. This 
view of it is likewiſe held forth in the forecited texts: 
«© We are buried with him by baptiſm into death, that 


Alte as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 


the Father, EVEN SO Toe alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of 


1 


fe. Anſwerable to this import of baptiſm, the A- 
poftle exhorts believers to © Yield themſelves unto 


| God as thoſe that are alive from the dead; and their 


members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God?? 
In his epiſtle to the Coloſſians, having ſhewn that they 
were “buried with Chriſt in baptiſm,” he adds, 
wherein alſo you are rifen with him through the 
faith of the operation of God who hath raiſed him from 
the dead. And you being dead in your fins, and the 
uncircumciſion of your #leſh, hath he quickened to- 
gether with him, having forgiven you all treſpaſſes.“ 
This explains the nature of our ſpiritual reſurrection 
with Chriſt in baptiſm ; it is “ through faith, or 
believing on God as having raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
from the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification : (Rom. iv. 24, 28.) 
And this faith 1s ““ & the operation of God,” which 
is mentioned either as the productive cauſe of faith it- 
ſelf, according to Matthew, Xvi. 17. or of Chrift's re- 
ſurrection, as in Epheſians, 1. 29, 20. and which is re- 
preſented as the principal object of faith in Rom. &. 
9. When therefore the Holy Spirit, which quickened 
Chriſt, makes men perceive the import and evidence 


of the Goſpel-teſtimony reſpecting Chriſt's death and 


reſurrection, ſo as to believe it in their heart as the 


teſtimony of God, then they who were dead in their 
ſins by a legal ſentence of condemnation, and allo in 
the uncircumciſion of their fleſh by the domumion of 


the body of fin, are quickened together with him; 1 


being not only forgiven all their former treſpaſſes, but 
alſo furniſned (by the belief of the Goſpel) with the 
principles of a new life of holineſs. For ſuch is the 
nature of the Goſpel-teſtimony, that if we believe it, 
it muſt produce in our minds peace with God, joy in 
him, and the hope of his glory: And this muſt be at- 
tended with love to him for his great love therein com- 
mended towards ſinners. And as the life which we 
now begin to live in the fleſh is not by our own righ- 
teouſneſs, but by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved us and gave himſelf for us; ſo this love of 9 


= 4148 * 
1 will confirain us to love him, becauſe we chus judge, 


* 


that if one died for all, then were all dead ; and that 
he died for all, that they who live ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him who died for 
them and roſe again. (2 Cor. v. 14, 15.) 

(4-) Baptiſm ultimately ſignifies the death of this 
mortal body, and our reſurrection from the dead to 
= inherit eternal life; which is our complete conformity 
= to Chriſt, who was (put to death in the fleth, but 
if quickened by the Spirit.” 

As to the death 8 the body, i it has han already ob- 
ſerved, that immerſion repreſents a death and — 

which imports an entire extinction of life, and ſo fig- 
nifics, not a partial, but total deſtruction of the body of 
fin; and that not merely as to its reigning power over 
us, but alſo as to its very being and exiſtence in us. 


I repreſents our putting it off, as we put off this earth- 


ly tabernacle by death. Now this will never be fully 
accompliſhed nel we actually put off the body itſelf, 

in which it remains as a law in the members warring 
againſt the law.of the mind: for while believers are in 
this life, the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the 
ſpirit againſt. the fleſh ; and theſe are contrary the one 


1 to the other; ſo that they cannot do the things that 


they would.“ As, therefore, immerſion fig nifies 
the entire deſtruction of indwelling fin, it mult refer 
ultimately to the death of the mortal body, when 
thoſe words ſhall be verified not only in their fpiritual, 

but even in their full and literal ſefiſe, He that is 
dead is freed from ſin —“ He that hath ſuffered 1n 
the fleſh hath ceaſed from fin.” Rom. vi. 7. 1 Pet. 
Iv. 1.—Chriſt's immerſion in Jordan was a figure of his 
being put to death in the fleſh, as well as his being 
quickened by the Spirit, in alluſion to which he terms 
his death a baptiſm : And as he informs Nicodemus, 


that a man muſt be born of water in order to his enter- 


ing the kingdom of God, he alſo intimates to his diſ- 
ciples, that they muſt undergo the baptiſm of death 
before they can enjoy the honours and happineſs of his 
glorious kingdom; for fleſh and blood c hnot inherit 
it.— Matt. XX. 22, 23: 1 Cor. xv, 50. That 


Jjudging the twelve tribes of Iſrael. — as much as to 


E 


That Baptiſm al ſignifies the refartedtiot s 


faints from the dead to inherit eternal life with Chrift, |} 
is plain from 1 Cor. xv. 29. *©Elfe what ſhall they da - | 
with are baptized for the dead, if the dead rife nor at 
all why then are they baptized for the dead“ 
Some among the Corinthians denied the refurte&ion | 
of the dead. This error, the Apoſtle ſhews, ſubverte® | 
the whole goſpel which he had preached. unto them; 
implied that Chriſt himfelf was not riſen, and conſe- 
1 that they were yet in their fins; and even thak 
they who had fallen aſleep in Chriſt had periſhed. In the 
words above quoted he intimates, that by denying the 
reſurrection they ſet afide the crowning defign of their 
baptiſm, and rendered it of no conſequence, making 
it merely a baptiſm for the dead; that is, for, or in ti 
name of Chriſt, ' confidered only as in the ftate of the 
dead, without any reference to his having riſer as the 
firſt fruits of them that ſlept, or to their own reſurrec- 
tion in confequence of that: whereas baptiſm repre-' 
ſents not only Chriſt's death and burial, but alſo his 
1 ng again from the dead, and our reſurreckion hy 
It has been already obſerved, that baptiſm is th 
ſign of regeneration, as the word is commonly taken for 
converſion or the new birth, according to John iii. 3, 
5. But the ſcripture ſenſe of the word {paliggenefiaF - 
REGENERATION is more comprehenſive. It occurs. 
but in two places of the New Teftament; in one of i 
which it evidently fignifies the reſurrection of the juſt,” . I 
or the reſtitution of all things.—Thus when our Lord 
_ lays to his diſciples, © Ye who have followed me, in 
the regeneration when the Son of Man ſhall fit on the | 
throne of his glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones | 


lay, Ye, my Apoſtles, who have forſaken all and fol- ] 
lowed me in this world, ſhall in the regeneration, or at : 
the reſurrection, and in my glorious kingdom which | 
ſhall then commence, fit upon twelve thrones, &c. 
The reſurrection is a regeneration in rhe moſt pro 
enſe, and is that to which our baptiſm and ſpiritual 

5 YT frlegeneration 


1 
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wafhing or laver of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt—thar we ſhould be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. (Tit. iii. 5.) Though be- 
Bevers are now the adopted ſons of God, and born 
again of incorruptible ſeed by the word of God, yet 
ill they are waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of their body, when they ſhall be regene- 
rated from death, in conformity to Chriſt the firſt be- 
gotten of the dead, and pe the children of God as the 
children of the reſurrection. Rom. viii. 23. Rev. i. 5. 
Luke xx..20... .. 3 F 
From the foregoing conſiderations relating to the 
import and dgign of baptiſm, it is, I preſume, ſuffici- 
ently. evident, That this divine ordinance is a ſign of 
ſpiritual regeneration, or the new birth, without which 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God: Of the 
* wwaſbing away of fin, both as to its guilt and pollution, 
or. of juſtification and ſanctification; and eſpecially 
that it repreſents the death, burial, and reſurrection of 
Chriſt, as the ground of hope—the believer's nion and 
communion with him therein—his ſpiritual conformity to 
him, in dying unto fin and rifing to a new lite of ho- 
lneſs—and his full and complete conformity to him in 
the death of his mortal body, and in his reſurrection 
to a heavenly and immortal life from the dead. 
Baptiſm then, my brethren, is a very ſignificant, and 
by no means an unmeaning inſtitution, as too many 
ſeem to think it. It is indeed pregnant with the rich- 
eſt meaning. It holds forth doctrines. of the moſt ſa- 
lutary and intereſting nature, and is graciouſly ap- 
pointed and eminently calculated to ſtrengthen. the 
7 13 , mn. 


_ rcgcheration..ultimately reſer; for he ſaves us by the 


1 Under this laſt head, which treats of the Import and Defign 
of Baptiſm, much uſe has been made of Mr. Me Lean's judicious 
obſervations on that ſame ſubject, which coincided ſo far with the 
Author's ideas that he generally did little more than abridge what 
that worthy Writer had advanced. Indeed he deſpaired of render= 
ing greater juſtice to the ſubject, or yet of ſerving the reader more 
effectually, either by altering the arrangement or by attempting to 
improve the language. | 


ee 
faith, confirm the hopes, excite the love, and promote « 
the holineſs and. conſolation of believers, for whom | 

only it is intended, and who alone can reap any be- 


/ 


[ 


— 


I beg leave to conclude: this Diſcourſe with a fem 
thoughts upon that queſtion. concerning Baptiſm, |} 
which relates to the extent and duration, or perpetuity, . 
ol its obligation. J 1 1 
Some have affirmed that the inſtruction or rule con- 
tained in our Lord's Commiſſion to his Apoſtles Matt. 
xxviii. and Mark xvi. does not relate to zwater-baptiſm. 
but to that of the Spirit, which they are pleaſed to 
call, by way of pre-eminence, the baptiſm of brit: 
but it is a ſufficient confutation of this notion, that the 
Apoſtles underſtood the ſaid Commiſſion as relatin 
to water-baptiſm, and praftiſed accordingly ; and that 
whenever they ſpeak of the baptiſm of the Spirit they 
do not refer to the above paſſages as containing any i 
declaration, or the leaſt indication concerning it, hut 
appear to have-in view quite another portion of their 
Maſter's Sayings, and expreſſed in a very different 
ſtyle. Hence Peter in his account of what happened 
in the houſe of Cornelius, ſays, * the Holy Ghoſt fell 
on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remem- 
| bered J“ (not the words of the above mentioned paſ- 
ſages, but) © the word of the Lord, how that he Kad, 4 
John indeed baptized with water, but ye ſhall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt.” =_ 
IT he baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of fire, and 
likewiſe that of affliction or ſuffering, are only meta- 
phorical baptiſms, or baptiſms in a figurative ſenſe ; 
and they acquire that name from the Ordinance under 
conſideration, or the Chriſtian rite of Immerſion, or | 
being overwhelmed in water. This being an eſta- 
bliſhed ordinance of the Gofpel, and forming a leading | 
and prominent part of the Chriſtian ſervice, it was 
very natural to denominate the extraordinary com- 
munication of Spiritual gifts, which took place ſoon 


after 
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- after our 1 ſoon , as well as the 1 bod 
| » "rag of Chriſt and his people, a baþii/m—that is, 


I in a metaphorical ſenſe, or by way of alluſion to the 
1 above- mentioned Ordinance. 


The very fyle of our Lord's Commiſſion falliciently 


1 f ſhews that h he is not ſpeaking metaphorically—* Teach 
all nations, baptizing them“ “ Preach the Goſpel to 
= every creature: he that believeth and is baptized, &c.” 


The language here is very diffggent from what it is 


14 When he is ſpeaking of a metaphorical baptiſm— 
= Then, as might be expected, he adopts: the proper 


- metaphorical ſtyle : He aſks his diſciples, If they are 


| able to be baptized with he baptiſm that he is baptized 


with? And he tells them, they ſhould be baptized 


with the baptiſm that he is baptized with. He likewiſe 


ſays, I have a baptiſm to be baptized with, and how 
am I ſtraitened [or pained] till it be accompliſhed ! 
8 05 a little before his aſcenſion, ſpeaking to his diſ- 
iples of the Father's promife, which they had heard 
7 5 he ſays, Ye ſhall be baptized 2011) or in] the 
Hob Ghoft not many days hence.” John the Baptiſt 
9 ſpeaking of the additional, and ſuperior — 
which our Lord would confer, compared with thoſe 


derived from his miniſtry, ſays „He ſhall baptize 


you with [or in] the Holy Gboſt and fire.” —In all 
theſe paſſages a metaphorical baptiſm is clearly ſeen : 


nin the former the baptiſm of pain and ſuffering, where 


Chriſt and his diſciples are repreſented as ſinking in 
deep waters, and overwhelmed by mighty floods ; and 
in the latter, the baptiſm of the Spirit, or the ſuper- 
abundant communication of ſpiritual gifts, which took 
place after our Lord's aſcenſion, and reſembled a migh- 
ty overflowing ſtream, where his diſciples were im- 
merſed and conſecrated for his ſervice. 

Inaſmuch then, as our Lord's Commiſſion anqueſ- 


1 tionably refers to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, or Im- 


merſion in Water, in the Name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, it muſt follow, that that 
ordinance was certainly enjoined on the primitive 
Chriſtians — The queſtion which now remains to be 


| condidered 8 


n 


BEE Ye | 


= oa. 
conſidered is, How far that obligation extended, of 
How long was it to continue? — ꝓ — — 2 


Some have taken upon them to aſſert and plead, 


that it could be binding only on the firſt converts 


from Judaiſm and Paganiſm, or any other falſe reli 


gion, and not on their deſcendants ; but the words, 
and obvious tenour of the Commiſſion, as recorded by. 


Matthew, manifeſtly contradict this. Water-baptiſm 8 
is there evidently connected with the other precepts of 


the Goſpel, ſo. that they ought to ſtand or fall to- 


gether. It is there as clear as any thing need to be, 


that the duty or obligation of baptiſm, as well as of - 


all other precepts which Chriſt had commanded, was 
to continue in full force, or be binding on all his dif- 
ciples, to the end of the world.“ Teach all nations, 


baptizing them,” ſaid the riſen Saviour, to whom all 
power was given in heaven and in earth, © Teaching 


them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 


manded you: and lo 1 am with you alway even to 


the end of the world. Amen.” Here the promiſe of 


his preſence, aid, and ſupport, to. the end of the world, 


is evidently commenſurate with the duty or obligation 


to enforce and obſerve his precepts—and baptiſm a-. 


mong the reſt. ps 
Thoſe who plead, that baptiſm is not binding upon 
the deſcendants of Chriſtian parents, not only main- 


* 


tain what the ſcripture evidently contradicts, but ſeem þ 


alſo to have quite forgotten that Chriſtianity is a per- 


ſonal religion, and can by no means be taken up by 
proxy. To ſuppoſe that a man may practice evange- 
lical obedience, or obſerve a Goſpel ordinance for, or | 
in the room of his poſterity, ſo as to ſupercede the | 


neceſſity of their doing in their own perſons what 


Otherwiſe would have been their bounden duty, would 
be to ſuppoſe what is abſolutely repugnant to both the 
letter and the ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion. 


Perſonal Chriſtianity originates in the belief of the 
Goſpel ; that belief is followed by a confeſſion of the 
ſame; and that confeſſion or profeſſion of faith in 


_ Chriſt, is evidently connected with, and ought never 
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27 ) Now this muſt, certainly, *be the common con- I |; 


. 


olemnly introduced ox. admitted among: the ITE 


1 ef Chriſt.— This ordinance appears to have heen origi 


nally obſerved for the purpoſe” of putting on Chriſt, or 3 


Tf that the perſons baptized might thereby take upon 


them his Name. Hence we read of being baptized ©. 
in, or into the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and of *putting- © 
on Chrift, in that ordinance.* (Acts viii. 16. Gal. in. 


cern of all Chriſtians— oſe of the preſent day, as 


well as thoſe of the firſt age—thoſe who are b 
from Chriſtian * as well as thoſe wðꝛ1io come over - 5 | 3 
= to Chriſtianity 

WT falſe religion. There is therefore ho room to imagine 


om. Judaiſm, Paganiim, or any other 


that the law of baptiſm is become obſolete: nor gan 


5 there be any juſt xeaſon to diſtinguiſh, as to the * 
or obligation of being baptized, between the firſt con 5 


verts to Chriſtianity and their believin deſcendants. 
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miſſion evidently connected with the preaching and = 


Upon the whole, as water-bapriſm is iti the CG. 
ief and profeſſion of the Goſpel, we may venture to con. 


pel, to make 3 

public and ſolemn profeſſion of the ſame, and on hats 
rofeſſion to be baptized in (or into) the Name of the... 

1 and of the Son, and of the Hoy Ghoſt? 


Finally, my brethren, may the God of Mercy Ab A 


Ci l claude and affert, that while preaching the Goſpel cons 5 3 
E. > tiuues to be a duty, it will alſo continue to be the a 
8 of all Who embrace or believe that Goſpe 


3 


Truth lead us into the knowledge and obſervance of £ 3 | 


all things whatſoever our Saviour has commanded, 4 
that we may inherit the promiſe of His W 8 : 1 


** even to the End of the World. Aments 
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